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C H A R L E S T O W N I N 1780, SHOWING T H E E X C H A N G E B E F O R E A L T E R A T I O N 
From an Old Print 

Figure 1. An o l d p r i n t showing the e a s t s i d e of the Exchange B u i l d i n g 
i n 1780. From the Dwelling Houses of C h a r l e s t o n by A l i c e 
R. Huger Smith and D. E. Huger Smith, p. 265. 



INTRODUCTION 

The Old Exchange B u i l d i n g , s i t u a t e d on E a s t Bay S t r e e t a t the end of 
Broad S t r e e t , has long been regarded as one of the most h i s t o r i c b u i l d i n g s i n 
Ch a r l e s t o n . I t was completed i n 1771, and served as the Exchange and Custom 
House, and o c c a s i o n a l l y as the s e a t of c o l o n i a l government. 

I n 1976 p l a n s were made f o r ren o v a t i o n of the b u i l d i n g as p a r t of the 
B i c e n t e n n i a l a c t i v i t i e s . C o n s t r u c t i o n s t a r t e d i n 1979, and the a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
monitoring of the p r o j e c t began i n December of t h a t y e a r , c o n t i n u i n g u n t i l May 
1980. Some work was c a r r i e d on i n t e r m i t t e n t l y a f t e r t h a t u n t i l September 1981. 
As the f o o t i n g t r e n c h e s f o r the towers to be b u i l t on the e a s t s i d e of the 
b u i l d i n g and s e r v i c e t r e n c h e s were excavated, i n f o r m a t i o n and a r t i f a c t s were 
recovered. 

I n a d d i t i o n , the c o l l e c t i o n s obtained by John M i l l e r from e x c a v a t i o n s i n 
the c e l l a r of the Exchange B u i l d i n g i n 1965 were c a t a l o g e d and analyzed. P a r t 
of these c o l l e c t i o n s belonged to the C h a r l e s t o n Museum; the r e s t a r e on long-
term loan to the Museum from the Rebecca Motte Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution and the Old Exchange B u i l d i n g Commission. A summary r e p o r t 
on t h i s i s i n c l u d e d i n Appendix I I . 

As a r e s u l t of the study, we d i s c o v e r e d t h a t some y e a r s p r i o r to c o n s t r u c 
t i o n of the Exchange, probably as a r e s u l t of the 1752 h u r r i c a n e , a s u b s t a n t i a l 
amount of n a v a l s t o r e s were s p i l l e d i n f r o n t of the H a l f Moon B a t t e r y , p r e s e r v 
ing wood, l e a t h e r and t e x t i l e s t h e r e . We have determined the l o c a t i o n of the 
ground l e v e l a t the time the b u i l d i n g was begun and m o d i f i c a t i o n s i n i t as the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n progressed. 

During the e x c a v a t i o n s the b r i c k f o o t i n g s of the o r i g i n a l s t a i r c a s e s and 
porch on the e a s t s i d e of the Exchange were l o c a t e d and d e t a i l s of t h e i r con
s t r u c t i o n were recorded. These s t a i r s were removed e a r l y i n the n i n e t e e n t h 
century. 

A l l the a r t i f a c t s r e covered from the Exchange a r e now housed a t the Char
l e s t o n Museum. Inc l u d e d i n the c o l l e c t i o n i s an unusual number of wooden, 
l e a t h e r and t e x t i l e fragments which normally a r e not found i n s i t e s i n South 
C a r o l i n a . The ceramics from the e x c a v a t i o n s added to our knowledge of what 
was u t i l i z e d by C h a r l e s t o n i a n s a t t h a t time and serv e d as a b a s i s f o r d a t i n g 
the s t r a t a a t the s i t e . 

The r e s e a r c h has not only enabled us to o b t a i n h e r e t o f o r e un-recorded de
t a i l s on the Exchange B u i l d i n g , but a l s o provided us w i t h the f i r s t r e a l d a t a 
on the nature of one a s p e c t of the e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y C h a r l e s t o n w a t e r f r o n t . 

The r e s e a r c h was funded by the South C a r o l i n a Department of A r c h i v e s and 
H i s t o r y and the Old Exchange B u i l d i n g Commission. 
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F i g u r e 3. A p o r t i o n of the 1788 map of C h a r l e s t o n made f o r the use of the Phoenix 
Fire-Company of London. The Exchange B u i l d i n g (K) occupies the a r e a at 
the foot of Broad S t r e e t . From the reproduction o f an engraving i n the 
L i b r a r y of Congress. 
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HISTORY OF THE LAND 

The land on which the Exchange B u i l d i n g i s s i t u a t e d was o r i g i n a l l y granted 
to Captain Edmund B e l l i n g e r i n 1699, by Joseph B l a k e , p r o p r i e t o r and governor. 
B e l l i n g e r r e c e i v e d land which was bordered on the n o r t h by the wharf i n f r o n t 
of the land of E l i z a b e t h Clapp, and on the south by the wharf of Benjamin Schen-
ckingh, on the west by what was then c a l l e d F r o n t S t r e e t (today E a s t Bay S t r e e t ) , 
and on the e a s t by the low-water l i n e of the Cooper R i v e r (RMCO Book W, pp. 211-
213) . B e l l i n g e r had the p r i v i l e g e of hunting, f i s h i n g , and f o w l i n g , and was ob
l i g a t e d to e r e c t and m a i n t a i n s t a i r s 8.5 f e e t wide w i t h b o l t r i n g s and posts 
f o r common use as a l a n d i n g p l a c e . As e a r l y as 1692 masters were permitted to 
dump b a l l a s t a t the end of Broad S t r e e t , "above the water-mark a t h a l f t i d e , 
as .... d e s c r i b e d by two sedar s t a k e s " (McCord 1840, p. 5 ) . 

I n 1738, B e l l i n g e r s o l d the property to Ebenezar Simons (RMCO Book W, p. 
214) f o r E800 c u r r e n t money. When Simons d i e d i n 1763, he l e f t the land to h i s 
son Ebenezar (PC Record of W i l l s Volume 9, pp. 391-97) from whom a p o r t i o n of 
i t was purchased f o r the Exchange i n 1767 (RMCO Book H3, p. 512). The remainder 
of Simons' land, known as Simons Wharf, was s o l d i n 1768 to John Champneys (RMCO 
Book K3, pp. 227-39). 

At the time of the o r i g i n a l g r a n t , much of the land e a s t of the s t r e e t was 
low. The 1739 map of C h a r l e s t o n ( F i g u r e 2) shows no c o n s t r u c t i o n d i r e c t l y e a s t 
of the H a l f Moon B a t t e r y . By 1788, however, b u i l d i n g s extended about 230 f e e t 
e a s t of the Exchange and beyond t h a t f o r another 160 f e e t or so t h e r e were 
wharves (Figure 3) . 

P r i o r to the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Exchange B u i l d i n g the o l d C o u n c i l Chamber 
stood on the property (Way 1921, p. 3 ) . The c o n t r a c t c a l l e d f o r t e a r i n g i t down 
and c l e a r i n g the l a n d as w e l l as b u i l d i n g the new s t r u c t u r e (Bryan 1973, p. 9 ) . 



F i g u r e 4. William Rigby Naylor's p l a n f o r the e a s t s i d e of the Exchange B u i l d i n g , 1766. 
From a 1973 reproduction by the South C a r o l i n a Department of A r c h i v e s and 
H i s t o r y . 



HISTORY OF THE BUILDING 

The h i s t o r y of the Exchange B u i l d i n g has been d i s c u s s e d i n some d e t a i l 
i n two papers from the South C a r o l i n a Department of A r c h i v e s and H i s t o r y 
( C a l i f f 1973; Bryan 1973) as w e l l as the 1898 Yearbook of the C i t y of C h a r l e s 
ton and a paper by the Rev. W i l l i a m Way (1921). B r i e f l y summarized, p l a n s 
f o r the Exchange B u i l d i n g were approved i n March and A p r i l , 1767 (Bryan 1973, 
p. 9-10), ap p a r e n t l y based on a p l a n drawn by W i l l i a m Rigby Naylor, an a r c h i 
t e c t . I n December 1767, the c o n t r a c t between John and P e t e r Horlbeck, masons, 
and the Exchange B u i l d i n g Commission was signed (1898 Yearbook of the C i t y of 
Ch a r l e s t o n , pp. 370-376) and i n the s p r i n g of 1768 John Horlbeck l e f t f o r 
England to o b t a i n m a t e r i a l s f o r the b u i l d i n g (Bryan 1973, p. 12) . 

The c o n t r a c t s p e c i f i e d t h a t the foundation of the b u i l d i n g was to be of 
" b r i c k and mortar, 92 f e e t from north to south and 65h f e e t from e a s t to west" 
(1898 Yearbook of the C i t y of C h a r l e s t o n , p. 371). T h i s width a p p a r e n t l y i n 
cluded the towers which were to be on the west s i d e of the b u i l d i n g and pro
j e c t out i n t o what i s now E a s t Bay S t r e e t , but not the p l a t f o r m on the e a s t 
s i d e — i f we compare measurements i n the c o n t r a c t , the p r e s e n t b u i l d i n g and 
the dimensions of the Naylor p l a n ( F i g u r e 1 1 ) . Naylor's p l a n c a l l e d f o r a 
porch on the e a s t s i d e of the b u i l d i n g s i x f e e t wide, approached by s t a i r s 
coming up from the north and south s i d e s ( F i g u r e 5) and h i s t o t a l depth of 
the b u i l d i n g was 74 f e e t ( S c a l e d from drawing). 

The c o n t r a c t s t i p u l a t e d t h a t P o r t l a n d stone be used f o r the s t e p s , hand
r a i l s , b a n n i s t e r s , and r u s t i c work i n the c e n t e r of the e a s t and west f r o n t s 
of the b u i l d i n g as w e l l as the coping on the par a p e t . I t s p e c i f i e d t h a t pur-
beck stone be used f o r f l o o r i n g the p i a z z a (the f i r s t f l o o r above ground). 
Welsh Carnarvan s l a t e was to cover the roof and the windows were to be gl a z e d 
w i t h London crown g l a s s (1898 Yearbook of the C i t y of C h a r l e s t o n , p. 371-372). 
A l l of these m a t e r i a l s as w e l l as b r a s s and ironwork were to be imported from 
England (Way 1921, p. 4 ) . 

I t was a n t i c i p a t e d t h a t the b u i l d i n g would be completed i n May 1771 
(Bryan 1973, p. 1 3 ) . Before i t was f i n i s h e d , however, t h e r e was a f i r e which 
damaged the roof and made r e p a i r s and some r e p a i n t i n g of the c o r n i c e n e c e s s a r y 
(Way 1921, pp. 5-6) . The b u i l d i n g was completed before the end of 1771, f o r 
the Horlbeck b r o t h e r s r e c e i v e d f i n a l payment on December 24, 1771 (1898 Year
book of the C i t y of C h a r l e s t o n , p. 357). At t h a t time t h e r e were two towers 
on the west s i d e of the b u i l d i n g which p r o j e c t e d out i n t o Broad S t r e e t , and a 
porch on the e a s t facade. 

The c o n t r a c t f o r the b u i l d i n g a l s o r e q u i r e d t h a t t h e r e be 30 f e e t on the 
south, e a s t and no r t h s i d e s of the b u i l d i n g f o r a p u b l i c s t r e e t (1898 Yearbook 
of the C i t y of C h a r l e s t o n , p. 363). T h i r t y f e e t e x i s t e d between the main p a r t 
of the e a s t w a l l of the Exchange B u i l d i n g and the b u i l d i n g s to the e a s t i n 
December 1979, but 2.5 f e e t l e s s than t h a t i f one measured from the f a r t h e s t 
e a s t p o r t i o n of the b u i l d i n g . T h i s d i s t a n c e would be even l e s s i f we i n c l u d e 
the width of the o r i g i n a l e a s t s t a i r s and porch, a c c o r d i n g to the p l a n . T h i s 
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F i g u r e 5. W i l l i a m Rigby Naylor's p l a n f o r the f i r s t f l o o r of the Exchange 
B u i l d i n g , 1767. From a 1973 r e p r o d u c t i o n by the South C a r o l i n a 
Department of A r c h i v e s and H i s t o r y . S c a l e t r a n s f e r r e d from the 
p l a n f o r the second f l o o r . 



i s assuming t h a t the p r e s e n t b u i l d i n g l i n e on the e a s t has remained the same 
s i n c e the l a t e e i g h t e e n t h century, which s e v e r a l maps suggest ( F i g u r e s 6, 8, 
9, 1 0 ) . The 1817 p l a t of the property ( F i g u r e 8) i n d i d a t e s t h a t the e a s t porch 
was twelve f e e t four i n c h e s wide a t t h a t time, making the d i s t a n c e between i t 
and the b u i l d i n g to the e a s t seventeen f e e t , e i g h t i n c h e s . The s t r e e t i s r e 
corded on the p l a t as t h i r t y f e e t wide, so a p p a r e n t l y the width of the porch 
was not considered. 

Not too long a f t e r the completion of the b u i l d i n g , i t became n e c e s s a r y to 
modify i t . As the c i t y grew and t r a f f i c i n c r e a s e d . E a s t Bay S t r e e t was widened. 
C a l i f f (1873, p, 4) r e p o r t s t h a t although p l a n s were made f o r the widening of 
the s t r e e t i n 1787, the towers or s t a i r bays on the west s i d e probably were not 
removed u n t i l some time between 1805 and November 1817, when another p l a t shows 
they were gone (Fig u r e 8 ) , A r e c e n t l y d i s c o v e r e d advertisement i n the C i t y 
Gazette and D a i l y A d v e r t i s e r requested b i d s f o r the removal of the towers and 
replacement of the s t a i r s on August 16, 1800. The appearance of the b u i l d i n g 
on a map of C h a r l e s t o n a t the South C a r o l i n a H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y suggests t h a t 
the tov/ers had been removed by 1802 ( F i g u r e 7) . 

The 1817 p l a t i n d i c a t e s t h a t the porch on the e a s t s i d e was s t i l l i n e x i s t 
ence, but the north and south s t a i r c a s e s approaching i t a r e not shown. Consid
e r i n g the c a r e t h a t the surveyor, John Wilson, took to draw the s t a i r s on the 
west s i d e and to measure the b u i l d i n g , one wonders i f i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t the 
s t a i r s had been removed by then and t h a t t h e r e no longer was a c e s s t o the open 
p i a z z a or arcade on the f i r s t f l o o r from the s t r e e t . The porch was gone by 
1837, when another p l a t of the a r e a was drawn ( F i g u r e 9 ) . 

Another change i n the appearance of the b u i l d i n g was the e n c l o s i n g of the 
arches of the arcade on the f i r s t f l o o r . Bryan (1973, p, 20) b e l i e v e s they were 
open u n t i l a t l e a s t 1826, and c i t e s an engraving dated 1857 which shows t h a t the 
openings had been g l a z e d by t h a t time. Perhaps the arcade was e n c l o s e d when the 
b u i l d i n g was remodeled i n 1843 (Way 1921, p. 8 ) . 

The other most v i s i b l e change i n the b u i l d i n g concerns the cupola on top. 
The o r i g i n a l one was removed before 1817. I t s replacement, designed by C h a r l e s 
E r a s e r , was put up i n 1835 and remained i n p l a c e u n t i l the 1886 earthquake damag 
ed the b u i l d i n g , when i t , too, was taken down. At t h i s time the parapet and the 
urns which ornamented i t a l s o were removed (Bryan 1973, p. 2 9 ) . Two of the urns 
remain today i n a garden i n C h a r l e s t o n ( F i g u r e 1 2 ) . 

When the Exchange B u i l d i n g was b u i l t , i t was used f o r meetings as w e l l as 
f o r commercial purposes (Way 1921, pp. 9-10), and the c e l l a r s below were r e n t e d 
out (1898 Yearbook of the C i t y of C h a r l e s t o n , p. 368). During the R e v o l u t i o n , 
a number of C h a r l e s t o n p a t r i o t s were imprisoned t h e r e by the B r i t i s h (Way 1921, 
pp. 11-13). I n 1783, the b u i l d i n g became the p r o p e r t y of the C i t y of C h a r l e s t o n 
and a f t e r the S t a t e House burned i n 1788, the House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s met t h e r e 
On May 4, 1791, a b a l l was given f o r P r e s i d e n t Washington who was v i s i t i n g Char
l e s t o n on h i s tour of the South (Way 1921, p. 15), 

I n 1818, the b u i l d i n g was s o l d to the F e d e r a l Government (PUGG Book W8, 
p. 431). I t housed the Post O f f i c e and the Custom House, and a t the end of the 
century housed the L i g h t House Department. I n 1917, i t became the p r o p e r t y of 
the Rebecca Motte Chapter of the Daughters of the American R e v o l u t i o n (Bryan 
1973, pp. 27-32; Way 1921, pp. 9-18). 
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F i g u r e 6. A p l a t o£ John Champneys" wharf and the a d j a c e n t Exchange B u i l d i n g , 
drawn by Ephraim M i t c h e l l s , Feb. 13, 1784, recorded August 4, 1785. 
(RMCO Book P5, p. 307). 
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i-r., — .,. AT • F i g u r e 7. A p o r t i o n of the 1802 map of C h a r l e s t o n engraved f o r the patrons of J . J . Negrin's D i r e c t o r i a l R e g i s t e r and 
Almanac showing the Exchange B u i l d i n g a t the foot of Broad S t r e e t . I n t h i s map the towers on the west s i d e 
appear to have been removed and r e p l a c e d by s t a i r s . The o r i g i n a l of the map i s at the South C a r o l i n a 
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Figure 8. A p l a t of the Exchange B u i l d i n g dated November 19, 1817 by John Wilson and 
recorded w i t h the deed conveying the b u i l d i n g to the F e d e r a l Government i n 
1818. (RMCO Book m, p. 431). 

z 



^s 

I 

^m 

Pigu re 9 

' miiXe7^e p l „ 

J " 

OK X Od 
CJ b l l o-nj SA- 2o ZA 'yy/ fPry 

\ • 

Clcyr,y^.z^^ S2 2sm^- -^^^ 

mi to 7 

2SXOy- f^ Kf?t-<A.K. 

Ni 
kl 

to. 7r. to.>- ox,. 

^, 1 

o^ 
K\..A.,y, 

1 

I7;7hoI7 .7/ v ^ / / i -vK̂ to,-,. 

Drawn h,, to 

¥l¥lXU3P, 
598), 



CD 
UJ. 

• U J 
YVto<Fc-F=-F7.7 tos'' N ^ ' ^ y " " ' ^ . ^ . ^ / r f ^^7. «• _J 
tototo 4 t o # l « L u . j.y,mK - T t o t o t o 2 t 
kTC^syrroomy^- 3.^3- : 7 X r ^ ^ = X ^ ^ ^ 'o 
7 t o t o 2 t o 2 ^ ^ t o ^ ^ - ^ C U ^ T 

' " ^ ^ ^ ^ i f e " i / " t o r p . I I ^ ^ ^ ' ^ 

Corr£7 77 

to 
I ^ 47Zi3. 

y w £r :7rAA.^ . " £^ri:rt-.s.-- ; 

y..rrs;mox^ m 

•OSv-Ll to-
:tor̂  

li 
\

(TSB f 

\ ~ 

• I 
t I 

C OTTO 7 

to 

F i g u r e 10. A p o r t i o n of the 1902 Sanborn map showing the Exchange B u i l d i n g . 
( O r i g i n a l i n the c o l l e c t i o n of the C h a r l e s t o n Museum). 



SOURCE 
Length of 
b u i l d i n g 

Width of 
b u i l d i n g 

Width of 
west steps 

Width of 
west tower 

Width of 
e a s t s t e p s 

Width of 
e a s t porch 

Width of s t r e e t 
on e a s t s i d e 

Naylor drawing, 
1767 ( F i g . 5) 

92 f t . 
51 f t . + 1.5 
f t . f o r e a s t 
p r o j e c t i o n 

15 f t . * 8.5 f t . * 8.5 f t . * not given 

S p e c i f i c a t i o n s i n 
c o n t r a c t (1898 
C i t y of C h a r l e s 
ton Yearbook) 

92 f t . 65J5 f t . no data no data no data 30 f t . 

A c t u a l b u i l d i n g 
(1979-80) 93 f t . 

51.5 f t . + 2.5 
f t . f o r e a s t 
p r o j e c t i o n 

6 f t . gone gone 
9.3' to outer 
edge of support 
w a l l + 3'+ width 

30 f t . 

1784 p l a t 
( F i g . 6) 92.5 f t . 62.5 f t . no data no data no data 

of Feature 2 
1784 p l a t 

( F i g . 6) 92.5 f t . 62.5 f t . no data no data no data no data 28 f t . * 

1817 p l a t 
( F i g . 8) 

93 f t . 
51.5 f t . + 
1 f t . p r o j e c 
t i o n i n f r o n t 

5 f t . gone not shown 12' 4" 30 f t . 

1837 p l a t 
( F i g . 9) 

92 f t . * 50 f t . * 7.5 f t , * gone gone gone 30 f t . 

1902 Sanborn map 
( F i g . 10) 92.5 f t . * 50 f t . * no data gone gone gone 30 f t . * 

* Measurements s c a l e d from drawings 

F i g u r e 11. Comparison of Measurements of the Exchange B u i l d i n g . 
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Figu r e 12. A stone urn reported to have come from the top of the Exchange 
B u i l d i n g , now i n the garden of Mrs. Robert N. S. Whitelaw, 
C h a r l e s t o n . 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH 

The f i r s t a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h a t the Exchange B u i l d i n g was conducted 
i n 1955 by John M i l l e r who excavated i n s i d e of the b u i l d i n g between the e a s t 
w a l l and the e x t e r i o r of the s e a w a l l a t the H a l f Moon B a t t e r y i n an e f f o r t to 
determine i f the w a l l f o o t i n g s were s i m i l a r to those found a t the G r a n v i l l e 
B a s t i o n by Samuel Lapham (C.H. B i s s e l l , p e r s o n a l communication; Lapham 1925, 
pp. 221-27). His e x c a v a t i o n extended down to the bottom of both w a l l s . Much 
of M i l l e r ' s c o l l e c t i o n i s now a t the C h a r l e s t o n Museum along w i t h h i s notes 
(Exchange F i l e , C h a r l e s t o n Museum). A minimal amount of d i g g i n g was done 
some time l a t e r to l o c a t e the base of the s t a i r s on the e a s t s i d e (C,H. B i s s e l l , 
p e r s o n a l communication). A summary of the a r t i f a c t s M i l l e r r e c o v e r e d i s p r e 
sented i n Appendix I I I . 

Two o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s produced i n f o r m a t i o n on the depth of f i l l on the e a s t 
s i d e of the b u i l d i n g . When p l a n s were being made f o r the r e n o v a t i o n of the 
Exchange i n 1977, two b o r i n g s were taken of the s o i l . One was 22 f e e t south of 
the n o r t h e a s t corner of the b u i l d i n g and 10.5 f e e t e a s t of i t , the o t h e r was 
20 f e e t north of the s o u t h e a s t corner and s i x f e e t e a s t of i t . Both produced 
some b r i c k fragments as f a r down as 14.5 f e e t . The southern b o r i n g a l s o r e 
corded some wood a t t h a t depth ( S o i l C o n s u l t a n t s logs of b o r i n g s , 1977). 

I n the f a l l of 1979, when the p i l i n g s were put i n to support the towers, 
the l i n e of p i l i n g s on the south s i d e of the s i t e encountered a l a y e r of wood 
at a depth of twelve to s i x t e e n f e e t below the s u r f a c e . We do not know what 
i t was, and none of i t was saved. However, Gordon W i l l i a m s ( p e r s o n a l communi
c a t i o n ) who r e p o r t e d i t , s t a t e d t h a t the d r i l l would not p e n e t r a t e the wood, 
and i t was n e c e s s a r y to punch through i t . He suggested t h a t perhaps i t was 
some type of p l a n k i n g . 

On the b a s i s of evidence from th e s e borings i t would appear t h a t t h e r e i s 
as much as 16 f e e t of f i l l i n the a r e a e a s t of E a s t Bay S t r e e t which c o n t a i n s 
some r e c o r d of human occupation of the C h a r l e s t o n w a t e r f r o n t a r e a . The lower 
p a r t of t h i s , of course, i s below the water l e v e l today. 

The c u r r e n t a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h and r e c o v e r y program a t the Exchange 
B u i l d i n g began on December 7, 1979, when the author met w i t h Dr. Donald Suth
e r l a n d and Mr. John Laurens of the South C a r o l i n a Department of A r c h i v e s and 
H i s t o r y a t the Exchange B u i l d i n g i n C h a r l e s t o n . The c o n t r a c t o r ( C h a r l e s t o n 
C o n s t r u c t o r s ) was ready to d i g f o o t i n g t r e n c h e s f o r the tower w a l l s and the 
a r e a f o r the e l e v a t o r p i t . I t was agreed t h a t a r c h a e o l o g i c a l monitoring was 
n e c e s s a r y i n order to r e c o v e r i n f o r m a t i o n about the b u i l d i n g . The p l a n was 
f o r the c o n t r a c t o r to do the e x c a v a t i n g w i t h a backhoe and, as time was s h o r t 
and he was anxious to get ahead w i t h c o n s t r u c t i o n , I was to monitor h i s d i g 
ging and r e c o v e r what I could. 

The backhoe a r r i v e d on December 12, and i n a s h o r t time i t became appar
ent t h a t the t r e n c h e s and e l e v a t o r p i t could not be dug w i t h mechanical equip
ment. There was too l i t t l e space between the Exchange B u i l d i n g and the next 
b u i l d i n g to the e a s t , and the s t e e l p i l i n g s were a l s o i n the way. The con-
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t r a c t o r was f o r c e d to have the digging done by hand, and once the s o i l was 
removed, i t had to be loaded by hand i n t o the t r u c k which would h a u l i t away. 
The p r o j e c t took much longer than had been a n t i c i p a t e d , but the r e s u l t was 
t h a t more in f o r m a t i o n and a g r e a t many more a r t i f a c t s were recovered. T h i s 
p o r t i o n of the e x c a v a t i o n was completed by May 1980. 

I n the f o l l o w i n g s i x t e e n months s e v e r a l s e r v i c e t r e n c h e s were excavated 
by the workmen on the north, e a s t and south s i d e s of the b u i l d i n g and some work 
was done i n the c e l l a r . A l l of t h i s work was monitored as w e l l . 

A l i t t l e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h was conducted i n s i d e the b u i l d i n g as 
p a r t of t h i s p r o j e c t . I n January 1980, the sand f i l l p l a c e d above the a r c h e s , 
below the f l o o r i n g on the f i r s t f l o o r of the b u i l d i n g was t e s t e d . I a l s o moni
tored the removal of a p a r t of the stone f l o o r i n g along the e a s t w a l l of the 
c e n t e r s e c t i o n of the f i r s t f l o o r of the b u i l d i n g i n October 1980. I n Septem
ber 1981, s h a l l o w t r e n c h e s were excavated i n the c e l l a r f l o o r f o r e l e c t r i c a l 
l i n e s . These e x c a v a t i o n s were a l s o monitored and a t t h a t time the l o c a t i o n of 
the exposed p o r t i o n of the h a l f moon b a t t e r y was a l s o recorded. T h i s work i s 
d i s c u s s e d i n more d e t a i l l a t e r on. 

METHOD: 

Ac t u a l hand e x c a v a t i o n began i n the e l e v a t o r p i t i n the southern p a r t of 
the a r e a e a s t of the b u i l d i n g . The i n i t i a l h ole w i t h the backhoe near the cen
t e r of the e l e v a t o r p i t had r e v e a l e d s e v e r a l l a y e r s of f i l l i n the upper p a r t 
of the d e p o s i t . We were a b l e to hand excavate and/or s c r e e n samples from each 
of the upper l e v e l s and thereby o b t a i n s m a l l , but c o n t r o l l e d samples of a r t i 
f a c t s from them. While we proceeded w i t h the c o n t r o l l e d samples i n the e l e v a 
t o r p i t a r e a , the workmen continued w i t h the e x c a v a t i o n of the f o o t i n g t r e n c h e s 
to the e a s t of the e l e v a t o r p i t i n S e c t i o n I ( F i g u r e 1 3 ) . Upon completion of 
the southernmost t r e n c h and the e a s t f o o t i n g t r e n c h i n S e c t i o n I , p r o f i l e s 
were drawn and the s t r a t i g r a p h i c l a y e r s f o r the s i t e were d e f i n e d . No a r b i 
t r a r y g r i d was e s t a b l i s h e d f o r the s i t e , and time d i d not permit c o n t r o l l e d 
t e s t squares to be excavated. We d i d work w i t h i n the framework of the c o n t r a c 
t o r ' s f o o t i n g t r e n c h e s , however, and h o r i z o n t a l l o c a t i o n of a r t i f a c t s was r e 
corded u s i n g t h a t frame of r e f e r e n c e . The water t a b l e on the b u i l d i n g was used 
as the datum plane and depths measured from i t . 

Once the e l e v a t o r p i t was excavated, work progressed somewhat more r a p i d l y , 
depending on the weather and the a v a i l a b i l i t y of the crew. I n a few i n s t a n c e s 
when I wanted more time to work on a r c h a e o l o g i c a l problems — as i n the a r e a of 
the b r i c k paving, the s t a i r s on the n o r t h and south, and the c e n t r a l entrance to 
the c e l l a r , the c o n t r a c t o r p e r m i t t e d me to proceed a t my own speed, employing 
h i s crew elsewhere on the s i t e . Where a d d i t i o n a l manpower was needed f o r spe
c i a l a r c h a e o l o g i c a l - p r o b l e m s , he cooperated f u l l y , making men a v a i l a b l e . The 
s u c c e s s of the p r o j e c t i s due i n no s m a l l measure t o the amount of cooperation 
r e c e i v e d from the crew who worked f o r C h a r l e s t o n C o n s t r u c t o r s and Gordon W i l 
l i a m s , the superintendent. 

I n some c a s e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the lower l e v e l s of the s i t e n o r t h of the 
e l e v a t o r p i t , p a r t of the e x c a v a t i o n of the t r e n c h e s was done w i t h a i r hammer 
and c o n t r o l of data was not as good as one would have wished. The m a j o r i t y 
of t r e n c h e s were p r o f i l e d , however, p r o v i d i n g a good r e c o r d of s o i l d e p o s i t i o n 
and c o n s t r u c t i o n i n the a r e a . Throughout most of the a r e a , t r e n c h e s were dug 
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to a depth of 7.5 f e e t below datum, or approximately 5.5 f e e t below the s u r 
f a c e . I n the a r e a of the e l e v a t o r p i t the t r e n c h e s went to a depth of 9.5 to 
10.0 f e e t below datum or 7.5 to 8.0 f e e t below the s u r f a c e . 

Most of the a c t u a l e x c a v a t i o n f o r the b u i l d i n g was done i n December 1979, 
and January to A p r i l 1980. There were d e l a y s a t times when they were g e t t i n g 
ready to pour f o o t i n g s , or w a i t i n g on b r i c k masons to complete one s e c t i o n be
f o r e going on to another. The f i n a l p r o f i l e s i n the n o r t h e r n p a r t of the a r e a 
were not completed u n t i l l a t e i n May 1980. 

I n August 1980, a t r e n c h f o r a water l i n e was excavated a c r o s s G i l l o n 
S t r e e t , and a p r o f i l e was drawn and a few a r t i f a c t s were c o l l e c t e d from i t . 
Other t r e n c h e s f o r d r a i n and e l e c t r i c l i n e s on the north, e a s t , and south s i d e s 
of the b u i l d i n g were excavated i n A p r i l , May and June 1981, and these excava
t i o n s were monitored as w e l l . Some a r t i f a c t s were c o l l e c t e d and p r o f i l e s were 
drawn. 

P a r t of the c l e a n i n g and p r o c e s s i n g of a r t i f a c t s from the e x c a v a t i o n s be
gan a t the Museum i n February, but most of the c a t a l o g i n g was done i n l a t e 
s p r i n g and e a r l y summer 1980, and a f t e r t h a t as needed. Those wood and t e x 
t i l e fragments which r e q u i r e d i t were s p e c i a l l y t r e a t e d f o r p r e s e r v a t i o n . 

I n a d d i t i o n to the r e c e n t l y excavated m a t e r i a l , the a r t i f a c t s excavated 
by John M i l l e r i n 1965, now a t the Museum on loan from the Rebecca Motte Chap
t e r of the Daughters of the American Revolution and the Old Exchange B u i l d i n g 
Commission were a l s o c l a s s i f i e d and c a t a l o g e d i n the s p r i n g and summer of 1981. 
These c o l l e c t i o n s are summarized and d i s c u s s e d b r i e f l y i n Appendix I I . A l l of 
the Exchange B u i l d i n g c o l l e c t i o n i s now housed a t the C h a r l e s t o n Museum. 
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RESULTS OF THE EXCAVATIONS 

The a r c h a e o l o g i c a l e x c a v a t i o n s on the e a s t s i d e of the Exchange B u i l d i n g 
r e v e a l e d the r e c o r d of the sequence of events which took p l a c e p r i o r t o , during 
and a f t e r the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the b u i l d i n g . I n c l u d e d i n t h i s r e c o r d i s i n f o r 
mation about the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the e a s t s i d e of the b u i l d i n g . The a r t i f a c t s 
found a s s i s t w i t h the d a t i n g of the sequence of eve n t s . 

STRATIGRAPHY: The s o i l p r o f i l e s ( F i g u r e s 14-19) of the f o o t i n g t r e n c h e s , p a r 
t i c u l a r l y those from t r e n c h e s p e r p e n d i c u l a r to the b u i l d i n g , r e v e a l s e v e r a l 
l a y e r s of f i l l d e p o s i t e d b e f o re and a f t e r the Exchange B u i l d i n g was c o n s t r u c t e d . 
A l l of the s o i l was sandy, v a r y i n g i n c o l o r and composition p a r t i a l l y as a r e 
s u l t of the co n t e n t s . S i g n i f i c a n t s t r a t a a t the s i t e were: 

a) The lowest l a y e r encountered during the e x c a v a t i o n was a v e r y dark 
grey to b l a c k l a y e r , much of which was cemented together w i t h pine p i t c h . I n 
the l a y e r were wood, g r a s s , c l o t h , l e a t h e r and some othe r a r t i f a c t s . When 
f i r s t excavated the s o i l had a str o n g , pungent " c r e o s o t e - l i k e " s m e l l . I t was 
d i f f i c u l t t o excavate the l a y e r , as much of i t had the c o n s i s t e n c y of hard 
rubber and only a p i c k would c u t through i t . Wood s h i n g l e s were co n c e n t r a t e d 
i n the upper p a r t of the l a y e r i n the e l e v a t o r p i t a r e a . There were some 
sma l l l e n s e s o f s o f t e r sandy s o i l and a r t i f a c t s w i t h i n i t i n d i c a t i n g t h a t the 
p e n e t r a t i o n of pine p i t c h was not always uniform nor complete. 

Preserved i n the l a y e r , p a r t i c u l a r l y a t the south end of the E l e v a t o r P i t 
where most of the info r m a t i o n on the l a y e r was found, were p a r t s o f b a r r e l s , 
wood s h i n g l e s , wood s c r a p s , wood shavings, and trimmings. The l a r g e amount 
of pine p i t c h which had been s p i l l e d and the number of b a r r e l p a r t s found 
r a i s e d the que s t i o n as to whether t h i s r e p r e s e n t e d m a t e r i a l l o s t d u r i n g l o a d 
ing, s i n c e i t was i n the wharf a r e a , or perhaps the r e s u l t of some d i s a s t e r . 

Examination of Dr. Ramsay's H i s t o r y of South C a r o l i n a (1858, p. 180FN) 
produced an i n t e r e s t i n g account of the 1752 h u r r i c a n e : 

"The ware houses, s c a l e - h o u s e s and sheds upon the wharves, w i t h 
a l l the goods i n them, were swept away; the s o l i d p a r t s of the 
wharves much l e v e l e d . A l l the f l o a t i n g m a t e r i a l s of the wharves, 
warehouses and t h e i r contents — n a v a l s t o r e s , boards, timber, 
s h i n g l e s , s t a v e s , canoes, s m a l l c r a f t and b a r r e l s , were washed up 
under the c u r t a i n l i n e from L l o y d ' s wharf, now Geyer's, to the 
p l a c e where Cochran's wharf now stands, and from thence to Craven's 
b a s t i o n . " 

The "naval s t o r e s , boards, timber, s h i n g l e s , s t a v e s . . . " i s a p a r t i a l i n v e n 
t o r y of our lowest l a y e r . A s i m i l a r d e p o s i t was noted about two y e a r s ago 
when a hole was dug f o r a gas storage tank behind the Exxon S t a t i o n on E a s t 
Bay a t E l l i o t t S t r e e t . At t h a t time i t was not p o s s i b l e to examine the ex
posed s o i l p r o f i l e i n d e t a i l , but the " c r e o s o t e - l i k e " odor and the presence 
of a t l e a s t one c y p r e s s l o g a t about the same depth would tend to support the 
co n c l u s i o n t h a t s i m i l a r d e b r i s may e x i s t elsewhere along the wharf a r e a . 
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F i g u r e 14. P r o f i l e A - A', the south s i d e of S e c t i o n I and the E l e v a t o r P i t on the south s i d e of the s i t e . 
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, P r o f i l e J - M, N - N', the west s i d e of the e a s t e r n f o o t i n g t r a n c h i n S e c t i o n IV, 
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F i g u r e 16. P r o f i l e G - G', the south s i d e of S e c t i o n I I I , e a s t of the b r i c k w a l l 
which supported the porch. Note Feature 2 and the p i t f o r the d r a m 
t i l e which i s j u s t e a s t of the w a l l . 
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F i g u r e 17. P r o f i l e J ' - J , on the north s i d e of S e c t i o n I I I , j u s t south of the C e n t r a l Entrance to the C e l l a r . 
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Figure 18. Profile R-R', the west side of the west footing trench in Section V, two 
feet from the building. Profile shows the two layers of paving north of the 
north stairs and the nineteenth century brick drain. 
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r e 18. P r o f i l e R - R ' , the west s i d e of the west f o o t i n g t r e n c h i n S e c t i o n V, two 
f e e t from the b u i l d i n g . P r o f i l e shows the two l a y e r s of paving north of the to 
north s t a i r s and the n i n e t e e n t h century b r i c k d r a i n . 
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F i g u r e 18. P r o f i l e R - R', the west s i d e of the west f o o t i n g t r e n c h i n S e c t i o n V, two 
f e e t from the b u i l d i n g . P r o f i l e shows the two l a y e r s of paving north of the 
north s t a i r s and the n i n e t e e n t h century b r i c k d r a i n . 
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F i g u r e 19. P r o f i l e P - P' along north s i d e of excavated a r e a . S e c t i o n V. 
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I n a d d i t i o n to the wood recovered from t h i s l a y e r , t h e r e were peach p i t s , 
peanut s h e l l s , watermelon seeds, some t e x t i l e fragments, s c r a p l e a t h e r and 
p a r t s of shoes, fragments of f e a t h e r s and bones and f i s h s c a l e s ( F i g u r e 2 0 ) . 
Some of these o b j e c t s were removed during the e x c a v a t i o n , but many of the smal
l e r , f r a g i l e items were recovered by soaking b l o c k s of e a r t h i n t u r p e n t i n e i n 
order to d i s s o l v e the p i t c h and f r e e the items from the r e s i d u e . 

A good sample of potsherds was a l s o i n c l u d e d i n the l e v e l . Types p r e s e n t 
i n c l u d e d d e l f t , Chinese export p o r c e l a i n , some white s a l t - g l a z e d sherds, and 
other types d a t i n g i n the 1730-1760 range. A mean ceramic date of 1738 was ob
t a i n e d , which i s e a r l i e r than the h u r r i c a n e date, but the f i l l s o l i d i f i e d i n 
the pine p i t c h would be expected to predate t h a t event. 

b) On top of the ve r y dark l a y e r , a c r o s s the s i t e was a c o a r s e , sandy, 
g r i t t y l a y e r c o n t a i n i n g a high c o n c e n t r a t i o n of f l i n t nodules. T h i s d e p o s i t 
was encountered a t about the bottom of most of the f o o t i n g t r e n c h e s . Only i n 
the e l e v a t o r p i t was the e x c a v a t i o n extended f a r below i t . The g r i t t y l a y e r 
probably i s a beach d e p o s i t , or water washed l a y e r , s i m i l a r t o what i s seen a t 
low t i d e today. The f l i n t i s dark grey and may be d i s c a r d e d b a l l a s t . Ship's 
masters were per m i t t e d to dump b a l l a s t a t the foot of Broad S t r e e t as e a r l y as 
1692 (McCord 1840, p. 6 ) . 

c) On top of the g r i t t y l e v e l was a dark grey r e f u s e - b e a r i n g l e v e l which 
a l s o predates the b u i l d i n g , as i t extended up to but not i n t o the b u i l d e r ' s 
t r e n c h . T h i s was a f a i r l y compact r e f u s e - b e a r i n g stratum which probably r e 
presented the s u r f a c e l e v e l a t the time the e x c a v a t i o n was begun f o r the b u i l 
der's t r e n c h f o r the Exchange B u i l d i n g . 

The one hand-excavated sample from t h i s l e v e l came from below the w a l l i n 
the south s i d e of S e c t i o n I I I . I t produced the u s u a l occupation d e b r i s — 
fragments of b o t t l e and window g l a s s , pipe fragments, f l i n t , s l a t e , i r o n , e t c . 
Ceramic types p r e s e n t i n the sample i n c l u d e Chinese export ware, white s a l t -
g l a z e , d e l f t , W e s t e r w a l d - l i k e , and creamware. The mean ceramic date of 1740 
from the l e v e l seems a l i t t l e too e a r l y i n view of the f a c t t h a t 21% of the 
ceramic assemblage i s creamware w i t h a beginning date of 1762. Most of the 
other types have a longer l i f e span, c o v e r i n g most of the e i g h t e e n t h century, 
and a more r e l i a b l e date f o r the l e v e l would f a l l i n the 1760's. 

d) The next stratum of s o i l i s the brown-grey f i l l c o n t a i n i n g some r e 
fuse — mortar, b r i c k , s l a t e , sherds, e t c . — which was d e p o s i t e d to f i l l the 
b u i l d e r ' s t r e n c h f o r the b u i l d i n g a f t e r the w a l l was c o n s t r u c t e d . There were 
o c c a s i o n a l p i e c e s of wood and l e a t h e r i n t h i s d e p o s i t . P a r t of i t undoiibtedly 
came from d i r t d i s p l a c e d by the b u i l d i n g . Some mortar and rubble may have 
come from the c o n s t r u c t i o n . The mean ceramic date from the l e v e l i s 1733, 
which would suggest t h a t the f i l l came from an e a r l i e r d e p o s i t . 

e) T h i s i s a grey-brown r e f u s e - b e a r i n g f i l l d e p o s i t e d a f t e r the b u i l d e r ' s 
t r e n c h f o r the b u i l d i n g was f i l l e d i n . T h i s presumably i s f i l l put i n to l e v e l 
the a r e a before paving around the b u i l d i n g . I t a l s o c o n t a i n e d some wood, l e a 
t h e r and c l o t h . 

I n some p l a c e s the upper p a r t of t h i s l e v e l had a q u a n t i t y of c h a r c o a l 
s c a t t e r e d i n i t which may r e p r e s e n t a d e p o s i t d a t i n g from the f i r e which dam
aged the roof of the Exchange and r e q u i r e d the r e p a i n t i n g of the c o r n i c e . One 
p a r t of t h i s l e v e l was designated L e v e l 6 i n the south s i d e of the e l e v a t o r 
p i t ( F i g u r e 14), and a c o n t r o l l e d sample was excavated from i t . 



I n L e v e l 6 was the u s u a l d e b r i s — broken g l a s s , b o t t l e fragments, i r o n 
n a i l s and a ceramic c o l l e c t i o n which i n c l u d e d d e l f t , Chinese export ware and 
Westerwald ware, but the predominant p o t t e r y type was cream ware. The mean 
ceramic date f o r the l e v e l i s 1772, which i s j u s t a f t e r the Exchange B u i l d i n g 
was completed. 

f) T h i s stratum o f reddish-brown f i l l i s l a t e r than the b u i l d i n g per
iod of the Exchange. I t , too, c o n t a i n s r e f u s e , i n c l u d i n g p o t t e r y , g l a s s , b r i c k 
e t c . I t was deposited over a p e r i o d o f time as l a y e r s o f mortar, r e p r e s e n t i n g 
s u c c e s s i v e l a y e r s of paving e a s t of the b u i l d i n g a r e noted i n i t . 

I n the i n i t i a l e x c a v a t i o n s i n the southwestern p a r t of the E l e v a t o r P i t 
t h i s stratum was d i v i d e d i n t o two l a y e r s — designated L e v e l s 4 and 5 ( F i g u r e 
14 ) . The sample from L e v e l 5, the lower p a r t , i s s m a l l w i t h a mean ceramic 
date of 1772. The upper p a r t . L e v e l 4, w i t h a much l a r g e r assemblage, had a 
mean ceramic date of 1776. Cream ware i s the most important type here, but 
pearlware types a r e p r e s e n t i n s i g n i f i c a n t amounts. 

The remaining upper p a r t of the f i l l i n c l u d e s s u c c e s s i v e l a y e r s of paving, 
some of which c o n s i s t e d of b r i c k and s h e l l mortar, now b r i c k r u b b l e , and occa
s i o n a l l e v e l s which contained s m a l l pebbles and o i l o r an e a r l y a s p h a l t , and 
l a y e r s of almost s t e r i l e sand washed i n or de p o s i t e d a s f i l l . I n t r u d i n g i n t o 
t h i s were t r e n c h e s f o r water, drainage or othe r u t i l i t y l i n e s which were f i l l e d 
w i t h grey sandy s o i l , or i n some c a s e s , l o o s e g r a v e l . C l o s e to the b u i l d i n g , 
r e c e n t d e p o s i t s of s t e r i l e b l a c k t o p s o i l date from more r e c e n t l a n d s c a p i n g e f 
f o r t s i n the a r e a during the p e r i o d when the dungeon a r e a was open to the piib-
l i c as a museum. 

The only c o n t r o l l e d samples obtained from any of these upper l e v e l s were 
recovered from the southwestern c o r n e r of the a r e a , i n the top of the E l e v a t o r 
P i t . A s m a l l sample was obtained from L e v e l 3, a washed sandy a r e a , probably 
an o l d s u r f a c e . Very few sherds were recovered from the t h i n l a y e r , and a l l 
are l a t e e i g h t e e n t h to e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h century types — cream ware and decora
ted p earlware. The mean ceramic date i s 1804. 

The grey sandy f i l l l a y e r above. L e v e l 2, produced a l a r g e r amount of r e 
fuse . Cream ware and pearlware were the predominant p o t t e r y t y p e s , and the 
mean ceramic date was 1787. The l a y e r a l s o produced broken g l a s s , n a i l s , s l a t e 
and f l i n t r e f u s e . 

L e v e l 1, the upper grey humus l e v e l , c o ntained a v a r i e t y of m a t e r i a l s as 
w e l l , but l e s s than t h a t found i n L e v e l 2, c o n s i d e r i n g i t s t h i c k n e s s . The 
sm a l l ceramic sample had a mean date of 1784. 

I t i s v e r y l i k e l y t h a t a l l t h r e e of these l a y e r s a r e l a t e r than the mean 
ceramic dates f o r them. The mixing of e a r l i e r ceramics i n the l a y e r s i s i n 
e v i t a b l e , c o n s i d e r i n g the amount of digg i n g f o r u t i l i t i e s , gardening, e t c . , 
which has taken p l a c e i n the t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y . 



FEATURES: Two f e a t u r e s were noted and recorded during the e x c a v a t i o n i n 
a d d i t i o n to the b u i l d e r ' s t r e n c h f o r the b u i l d i n g , which was c o n s i d e r e d p a r t 
of the s t r a t i g r a p h y . 

Feature 1: a post mold l o c a t e d 0.5 f e e t e a s t of the e a s t supporting 
w a l l and 4.0 f e e t north of the south jog i n the b u i l d i n g i n S e c t i o n I I I ( F i g 
ure 1 5 ) . I t was 0.8 f e e t a c r o s s and about 1.4 f e e t deep, flat-bottomed, end
ing a t the cemented pine p i t c h l a y e r . I t appears to date from the c o n s t r u c 
t i o n p e r i o d , as i t had been removed and f i l l e d along w i t h the b u i l d e r ' s t r e n c h 
e a s t of the w a l l . 

F e a t u r e 2: ( F i g u r e s 16, 20) was found along the e a s t s i d e of the sup
po r t w a l l . I t was 0.6-0.8 f e e t deep, 2.6 f e e t wide, and c u t on the west s i d e 
by a t r e n c h f o r a d r a i n l i n e dug i n r e c e n t l y along the w a l l . I t was d e s i g n a 
ted " i r o n f e a t u r e " when f i r s t noted i n s e v e r a l p r o f i l e s , because the sandy 
s o i l i n i t had a r e d d i s h - t a n , i r o n oxide c o l o r e d s t a i n . I n the sand were a 
number of badly corroded i r o n p i e c e s . I n the s e c t i o n of the f e a t u r e south 
of the c e n t r a l entrance, a b l a c k l i n e was a l s o noted along the west s i d e . A 
sample of the b l a c k s o i l was c o l l e c t e d and i t was found to be magnetic, r e 
sembling the " m i l l s c a l e " d e b r i s one f i n d s i n a b l a c k s m i t h shop a r e a where i r o n 
i s worked. The bottom of the f e a t u r e r e s t e d on the s h e l l mortar paving, and 
i n the sand were many s m a l l water-worn pebbles, the type of d e b r i s f r e q u e n t l y 
found i n a d r i p l i n e along a b u i l d i n g , and a c o n s i d e r a b l e amount of broken 
g l a s s as i s o f t e n found c l o s e to a b u i l d i n g w a l l . The f e a t u r e would appear 
to be the d r i p a r e a e a s t of the b u i l d i n g below the p r o j e c t i n g p l a t f o r m above, 
c o n t a i n i n g i r o n p a r t i c l e s and i r o n s t a i n from the r a i l i n g on the porch. 

BUILDING SEQUENCE AT THE EXCHANGE BUILDING: I t i s q u i t e c l e a r from the ex
c a v a t i o n s conducted here t h a t the a r e a e a s t of the p r e s e n t Exchange B u i l d i n g 
has been used as a dump f o r f i l l f o r a long p e r i o d of time. Whether i t was 
the i n t e n t to f i l l i n the bay, o r i g i n a l l y , or the r e s u l t of a d e s i r e to de
p o s i t excess s o i l and waste somewhere cannot be determined, probably a l i t t l e 
of both. However, the 1739 map ( F i g u r e 3) suggests t h a t the a r e a immediately 
e a s t of the H a l f Moon B a t t e r y was somewhat slower to f i l l up than the l a n d 
to the north and south of i t . 

The lowest l e v e l encountered i n the e x c a v a t i o n s r e p o r t e d here i s t h a t one 
cemented together w i t h pine p i t c h . The d i s a r r a y of b a r r e l fragments, wood 
s h i n g l e s , s c r a p wood, shavings, e t c . , a l l t i g h t l y h e l d together i n the pine 
p i t c h matrix suggests t h a t some s o r t of a c c i d e n t a l event was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
the c o n d i t i o n . I t might have been waste s p i l l e d w h i l e l o a d i n g n a v a l s t o r e s 
and wood products, but the q u a n t i t y of pine p i t c h and the apparent d i s a r r a y 
suggested t h a t i t might be more than t h a t . The contemporary accounts of the 
1752 h u r r i c a n e i n the newspaper (South C a r o l i n a G a z e t t e , September 19, 1752) 
and the r e p o r t of i t i n Ramsay (1858, p. 180 FN) c o i n c i d e s so c l o s e l y w i t h 
the d e s c r i p t i o n of the d e p o s i t a t the s i t e t h a t i t i s tempting to suggest 
t h a t t h i s l e v e l r e p r e s e n t s 1752. 

Whether the l a y e r r e p r e s e n t s goods being loaded from nearby wharves which 
were s p i l l e d by the h u r r i c a n e or r e f u s e accumulated i n town and dumped t h e r e 
afterward during the clean-up a c t i v i t y i s open to d i s c u s s i o n . I t may, i n f a c t , 
be p a r t of both, w i t h the l o o s e r l a y e r of wooden s h i n g l e s on top r e p r e s e n t i n g 
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F e a t u r e 2 
— A p p r o x i m o t e l i m i t o f e a s t p o r c h , as s h o w n on 1817 m a p 

P i l i n g in e a r l y l e v e l , p r e d a t i i i g b u i l d i n g 

F e a t u r e I, p e s t h o l e 
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P i l i n g j u s t i n s i d e b u i l d e r ' s t r e n c h f o r E x c h a n g e B u i l d i n g 

F i g u r e 20. Plan of the excavations on the e a s t s i d e of the Exchange B u i l d i n g showing the l o c a t i o n of 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and a r c h a e o l o g i c a l f e a t u r e s uncovered. 
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wood dumped t h e r e during the clean-up t h a t followed. The amount of pine 
p i t c h adhering to s e v e r a l s t a v e s when excavated, and the f a c t t h a t some bar 
r e l tops had the pegs plugging them s t i l l i n p l a c e , suggests t h a t they had 
been f i l l e d when dumped. 

The abundance of b a r r e l hoops, s t a v e s , end fragments, wood c h i p s , shavings, 
e t c . , along w i t h some sc r a p wood and wooden s h i n g l e s r a i s e s the p o s s i b i l i t y 
t h a t the manufacture of b a r r e l s might have taken p l a c e i n the a r e a . Diderot 
(1959, p. 458) i n d i c a t e s t h a t the b a r r e l manufacturer d i d not need a shop, but 
conducted h i s t r a d e anywhere t h a t he might f i n d space. There i s docvimentary 
evidence t h a t some coopering was done on the wharves of C h a r l e s t o n l a t e r i n the 
e ighteenth century (Walsh 1968, p. 5 ) . 

I n the p i n e - p i t c h l a y e r was what appeared to be matted g r a s s — q u i t e y e l 
low-green when f i r s t .excavated although r a p i d l y l o s i n g c o l o r i n the a i r . T h i s 
suggests the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t t h e r e was indeed a beach l e v e l a t t h a t time. 

A f t e r the h u r r i c a n e , more f i l l was added to the a r e a on the e a s t s i d e of 
the Exchange B u i l d i n g , r a i s i n g the ground l e v e l 0.5 f e e t or more. By 1767, the 
ground l e v e l i n the a r e a had r i s e n t o a p o i n t about 4.5 f e e t below the p r e s e n t 
land s u r f a c e . At t h a t time the Old C o u n c i l Chamber on the H a l f Moon B a t t e r y was 
t o r n down and the a r e a excavated f o r the f o o t i n g s of the new Exchange. Our ex
c a v a t i o n s d i d not extend to the bottom of the w a l l , but those of M i l l e r d i d . 
When h i s p r o f i l e s are c o r r e l a t e d w i t h the drawings from the p r e s e n t e x c a v a t i o n s 
i t would appear t h a t the b u i l d e r ' s t r e n c h f o r the Exchange extended to a depth 
of about 12.3 f e e t below the p r e s e n t water t a b l e (Datum), or 5.5 or so f e e t 
below the s u r f a c e a t t h a t time. 

A row of twelve p i l i n g s was found s e t j u s t i n s i d e the edge of the b u i l d e r ' s 
t r e n c h i n the e a s t s i d e of the b u i l d i n g , north of the c e n t r a l c e l l a r door ( F i g 
ure 2 0 ) . The p i l i n g s were 0.2 to 0.45 f e e t i n diameter, and the two t h a t were 
recovered from the e x c a v a t i o n were 7.5 f e e t long. Presumably they were p l a c e d 
there to s t a b i l i z e the bank during c o n s t r u c t i o n , or the remains of an e a r l i e r 
b a r r i e r . M i l l e r found evidence of a " c o f f e r dam" i n h i s e x c a v a t i o n j u s t e a s t 
of the Half Moon B a t t e r y w a l l (Exchange F i l e , C h a r l e s t o n Museixm; see Appendix 
I I ) . 

According to M i l l e r ' s drawing ( F i g u r e 4 2 ) , t h e r e i s a wooden mud s i l l be
low the Exchange w a l l . Our e x c a v a t i o n s and h i s both r e v e a l e d t h a t the w a l l was 
stepped out a t the bottom ( F i g u r e 1 4 ) . The lower p a r t of the w a l l a l l along the 
b u i l d i n g was l a i d i n E n g l i s h bond, the upper p a r t i n F l e m i s h . The F l e m i s h bond 
began a t a p o i n t 4.5 f e e t below the water t a b l e . A lower water t a b l e was p r e 
sent on the w a l l of the e a s t e r n p r o j e c t i o n of the b u i l d i n g , 4.5 f e e t below the 
upper water t a b l e ; b r i c k were l a i d i n F l e m i s h bond above t h i s . The main b u i l d 
ing w a l l was smooth a l l the way down u n t i l i t stepped out f o r the f o o t i n g . 

Once the w a l l of the b u i l d i n g was c o n s t r u c t e d the b u i l d e r ' s t r e n c h was 
f i l l e d w i t h a sandy brown-grey r e f u s e - b e a r i n g l a y e r which contained some rubb l e . 
E a s t of the b u i l d i n g a w a l l was b u i l t to support the n o r t h and south s t a i r c a s e s 
and the porch. P i e c e s of wooden p l a n k i n g were found under the c e n t r a l p a r t of 
the w a l l . The w a l l was continuous, w i t h E n g l i s h bond p a t t e r n on the lower p a r t 
and F l e m i s h above. The w a l l extended the e n t i r e l e n g t h of the s t a i r s and porch, 
but was wider i n the c e n t e r . Along the s t a i r c a s e s the w a l l was 1.6 f e e t wide, 
under the platform, i t was 2.9 f e e t wide, w i t h the a d d i t i o n a l width on the west 
or b u i l d i n g s i d e ( F i g u r e 2 0 ) . The w a l l s supporting the bases of the n o r t h and 



south s t a i r c a s e s butted a g a i n s t the b u i l d i n g w a l l , but t i e d i n t o the e a s t 
w a l l under the s t a i r s and porch. 

There was a door i n the c e n t e r of the w a l l even w i t h the c e n t r a l door on 
the e a s t s i d e of the b u i l d i n g p r o v i d i n g entrance to the c e l l a r dungeon a r e a . 
T h i s e n t r y way was f l o o r e d o r i g i n a l l y w i t h b r i c k s e t on edge, as was the f l o o r 
of the c e l l a r . A second f l o o r l e v e l had been l a i d i n the a r e a between the two 
w a l l s when the f i r s t s e t t l e d ( F i g u r e 2 1 ) . 

Between the two w a l l s on e i t h e r s i d e of the c e n t r a l entrance was a long, 
narrow room which extended under the s t a i r c a s e s . The w a l l s of the room, a t 
l e a s t i n the a r e a under the p l a t f o r m , had been p l a s t e r e d , f o r a l a y e r of melted 
white lime p l a s t e r was found j u s t above the f l o o r i n the room on the south s i d e 
The f l o o r s were b r i c k l a i d f l a t , r a t h e r than on edge as i n the entrance to the 
c e n t e r door. 

Naylor's o r i g i n a l p l a n s ( F i g u r e 5) c a l l e d f o r the s t a i r c a s e s to be e i g h t 
f e e t wide, p l u s the width of the r a i l i n g . Our e x c a v a t i o n s i n d i c a t e t h a t the 
t o t a l width of the completed s t a i r c a s e was 9.2 f e e t . The s t a i r s were to be 
covered w i t h p o r t l a n d stone. Naylor's drawing of the e a s t s i d e showed the 
lower l e v e l of the b u i l d i n g t o have a f i n i s h e d e x t e r i o r w i t h r u s t i c a t e d . p a t t e r n 
around the doors and two f a l s e windows (F i g u r e 4 ) . Too much of the w a l l had 
been removed to determine i f t h e r e were any windows i n t h a t s i d e . No t r a c e of 
stucco was noted on the e a s t s i d e of the w a l l wherever i t was exposed. 

According to Naylor's p l a n the width of the porch was the same as the 
s t a i r w a y , and we assumed t h a t t h a t was the s i t u a t i o n . But the 1818 drawing 
of the b u i l d i n g showed t h a t the porch a t t h a t time p r o j e c t e d out twelve f e e t , 
four i n c h e s from the main w a l l of the b u i l d i n g which would have been about 9.8 
f e e t beyond the p r o j e c t i o n on the e a s t s i d e . I f t h i s measurement a p p l i e s to 
the o r i g i n a l porch, t h a t p l a t f o r m extended about t h r e e f e e t beyond the l i n e of 
the support w a l l we excavated. 

Three p o s s i b l e a l t e r n a t i v e e x p l a n a t i o n s can be c o n s i d e r e d f o r t h i s d i s c r e p 
ancy: 

1) t h a t the o r i g i n a l p l a n was a l t e r e d and the p l a t f o r m extended beyond 
the l i n e of s t a i r s 

2) t h a t the p l a t f o r m was o r i g i n a l l y the width of the s t a i r c a s e and was 
extended by some means between the time of c o n s t r u c t i o n and 1818 
(when the drawing suggests t h a t the s t a i r s were no longer p r e s e n t ) 

3) t h a t the surveyor made an e r r o r i n measurement i n 1818. 
Assuming t h a t the t h i r d a l t e r n a t i v e i s not v a l i d , we have two a l t e r n a t i v e s to 
c o n s i d e r . 

Although t h e r e i s no c o n c l u s i v e proof, we assume t h a t the o r i g i n a l f l o o r 
of the porch was of purbeck stone, as the s p e c i f i c a t i o n s i n d i c a t e d t h a t the 
p i a z z a f l o o r should be (1899 Yearbook of the C i t y of C h a r l e s t o n , p. 372), and 
as the f l o o r i n s i d e was. The f l o o r , a c c o r d i n g t o Naylor's p l a n , was to be con
tinuous and i s shown without a s i l l ( F i g u r e 5 ) . 

I f the p l a t f o r m o r i g i n a l l y was covered w i t h stone and extended beyond the 
l i n e of the e a s t e r n support w a l l , t h e r e had to be adequate support f o r i t . 
T h i s would have to have been done by p u t t i n g i n a d d i t i o n a l p i e r s on the e a s t 
s i d e , or by a r c h i n g or c a n t i l e v e r i n g the support w a l l out to support the f l o o r . 
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Although the e n t i r e e a s t s i d e o f the support w a l l was not excavated, i t was 
cut through by f o o t i n g t r e n c h e s i n a number of p l a c e s ( F i g u r e s 13, 20) and 
l a t e r removed by workmen, and no remains of b r i c k support p i e r s were found. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y so much of the upper p a r t of the support w a l l was removed 
when the porch was demolished t h a t not enough was l e f t t o i n d i c a t e whether 
the r e was a r c h i n g or c a n t i l e v e r i n g on e i t h e r the e a s t s i d e , which would have 
supported the outer e x t e n s i o n , or on the west or i n s i d e , which would have sup
ported the i n n e r p a r t of the p l a t f o r m between the support w a l l and the b u i l d 
i n g . 

An attempt to remove s t u c c o on the b u i l d i n g w a l l to see i f t h e r e was any 
evidence of t h a t w a l l having been b u i l t out was not s u c c e s s f u l , as the stucco 
was so f i r m l y a t t a c h e d t h a t i t could not be removed without damaging the b r i c k 
and t h e r e f o r e the evidence d e s i r e d . The s e c t i o n of the w a l l below the porch 
i s t h i c k e r than those s e c t i o n s supporting the s t a i r c a s e s and presxamably i t 
could have supported a r c h i n g or c a n t i l e v e r i n g needed to support the pla t f o r m . 
The top of the porch would have been about nine f e e t above the grade l e v e l a t 
t h a t time, a l l o w i n g the minimum space s u f f i c i e n t f o r the c a n t i l e v e r or a r c h 
to support the p r o j e c t i n g p l a t f o r m . 

I f the porch d i d not o r i g i n a l l y extend beyond the l i n e of the s t a i r w a l l , 
perhaps i t was extended a t some time before 1818. I t may be t h a t wooden f l o o r 
ing was l a i d over the stone to extend i t the n e c e s s a r y t h r e e f e e t . 

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l support f o r the f a c t t h a t the porch d i d extend beyond the 
w a l l i s found i n F e a t u r e 2 which ran along the e a s t s i d e of the w a l l f o r a 
d i s t a n c e of 36 f e e t , c o i n c i d i n g w i t h the l e n g t h of the porch, and extended about 
3.2 f e e t out from the w a l l ( F i g u r e 2 0 ) . F e a t u r e 2 c o n s i s t e d of a d r i p l i n e on 
top of the o r i g i n a l paving along the b u i l d i n g and a s o r t of c u l de s a c a r e a be
yond the edge of s u c c e s s i v e l a y e r s of paving i n t o which sand was washed and 
blown. I n c l u d e d i n t h i s sand d e p o s i t , which was s t a i n e d w i t h i r o n oxide, were 
p i e c e s of corroded i r o n and f i n e p a r t i c l e s of b l a c k i r o n or m i l l s c a l e which 
may have come from a corroding r a i l i n g on the end of the porch. The e a s t e r n 
edge of the f e a t u r e c o i n c i d e d w i t h the extended l e n g t h of the porch given i n 
the 1818 p l a t . Seventeen potsherds were recovered from the f e a t u r e , and they 
have a mean ceramic date of 1793. That date probably i s a l i t t l e e a r l y , as 
the m a j o r i t y of sherds a r e creamware and pe a r l w a r e , both of which a r e more 
common i n the e a r l y y e a r s of the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . The d a t a b l e b o t t l e necks 
a l s o suggest an e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y date. 

There seems to be evidence t h a t the porch on the e a s t s i d e of the Exchange 
B u i l d i n g d i d extend beyond the l i n e of the s t a i r s and supporting w a l l , but 
whether t h i s was the o r i g i n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n or a l a t e r m o d i f i c a t i o n i s not r e 
solved. 

How long the s t a i r s and p l a t f o r m were r e t a i n e d on the e a s t s i d e of the 
b u i l d i n g has not been d e f i n i t e l y determined by h i s t o r i c a l r e s e a r c h . The 1818 
drawing does not show the s t a i r s , although the porch i s p r e s e n t . By 1837 both 
were gone (F i g u r e 9 ) . 

During the e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h e r e were a number of h u r r i c a n e s and 
tornadoes which wrought havoc along the C h a r l e s t o n w a t e r f r o n t (1880 C h a r l e s t o n 
Yearbook, pp. 312-14). Damage to the Exchange B u i l d i n g i s s p e c i f i c a l l y men
tion e d i n accounts of the 1804 ( C h a r l e s t o n C o u r i e r , September 15, 1804) and the 
1822 storms ( C h a r l e s t o n C o u r i e r , September 30, 1822). Perhaps the frequent 
damage to the w a t e r f r o n t prompted the d e c i s i o n to remove the e a s t porch which 
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Figure 21. Plan of the paving i n f r o n t of the c e n t r a l c e l l a r door showing the 
lower f l o o r and the few b r i c k on the upper f l o o r . 
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would have been one of the most v u l n e r a b l e p a r t s of the b u i l d i n g , and the a r e a 
through which water could g a i n a c c e s s to the i n t e r i o r of the c e l l a r . 

The f l o o r s of the rooms under the s t a i r s were covered w i t h r e f u s e - b e a r i n g 
f i l l c o n t a i n i n g a l a r g e amount of c e r a m i c s , broken fragments of window g l a s s , 
t a b l e and b o t t l e g l a s s — o b v i o u s l y f i l l brought i n f o r the purpose. The mean 
ceramic dates f o r the north and south ends of these rooms were 1802 and 1788, 
r e s p e c t i v e l y . The date on the f i l l above the c e n t r a l c e l l a r entrance f l o o r 
was a l s o 1788. The same types of p o t t e r y were found a l l along, and many looked 
as though they were p a r t s of the same s e t s . I t would appear, t h e r e f o r e , i n the 
e a r l y p a r t of the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y the p l a t f o r m and s t a i r s were removed. 
They apparently were knocked down i n t e n t i o n a l l y and most of the b r i c k removed 
from the s i t e . F a l l e n w a l l fragments were found only i n S e c t i o n V, a t the north. 

At some time a f t e r the b u i l d i n g was c o n s t r u c t e d , the doorways f o r the north 
and south en t r a n c e s to the c e l l a r were broken through the w a l l ( F i g u r e 2 0 ) . 
Neither of these doors have c l o s u r e b r i c k along the openings, so i t i s reasonable 
to assume t h a t they were not o r i g i n a l . A l s o , the o r i g i n a l s i l l s on the s i d e 
doors were not as low as t h a t of the c e n t r a l door. The door a t the south end 
was shortened a t some time i n the more r e c e n t p a s t , as the ground was f i l l e d i n 
i n f r o n t of i t , but i t continued to be used u n t i l the p r e s e n t p r o j e c t changed i t . 

The north door was perhaps a b i t l a t e r than the one a t the south, f o r i t s 
opening was not q u i t e as low. I t apparently was i n use a t the time t h a t the 
second l e v e l of b r i c k paving was l a i d i n f r o n t of i t . The mean ceramic date 
of the s m a l l sample of sherds from between the two pavings was 1771, so p r e 
sumably the second paving was put i n not too long a f t e r the b u i l d i n g date. 

A f t e r the north door was s e a l e d o f f , a b r i c k d r a i n was b u i l t a g a i n s t the 
w a l l and extended out from the b u i l d i n g about s i x f e e t ( F i g u r e 2 0 ) . At a l a t e r 
time a modern d r a i n t i l e was l a i d i n the outer end of i t . There was an i r o n 
pipe i n the w a l l j u s t above the d r a i n . Gordon W i l l i a m s , s u p e r i n t e n d e n t of the 
p r o j e c t , suggested t h a t t h i s pipe was connected w i t h the o l d c i s t e r n c o n s t r u c 
ted to c o l l e c t and channel water from the roof. The d r a i n and the l a t e r d r a i n 
t i l e probably served the same f u n c t i o n -- to c a r r y water away from the b u i l d i n g . 

Upon completion of the b u i l d i n g , the s t r e e t e a s t of i t was paved. Before 
the c o n t r a c t o r l e v e l e d the land and l a i d the paving, the commissioners a p p a r e n t l y 
began to use the s t r u c t u r e , f o r t h e r e i s a t h i n dark l a y e r c o n t a i n i n g c o a l and 
some wood i n the p r o f i l e e a s t of the entrance ( F i g u r e 1 5 ) . I t extended i n t o the 
entrance as w e l l . The commissioners o r i g i n a l l y planned to r e n t most of the c e l 
l a r to b r i n g i n income f o r the b u i l d i n g , but were to r e s e r v e p a r t of the space 
for "keeping f u e l " (1898 Yearbook of the C i t y of C h a r l e s t o n , p. 368) which i n 
those days would have been c o a l and wood. 

The a r e a s e t a s i d e f o r the s t r e e t remained unoccupied, although t h e r e were 
a number of times when p a r t of i t was excavated to b r i n g u t i l i t i e s to the b u i l 
dings i n the a r e a . Recorded i n the p r o f i l e s of t h i s a r e a a r e a minimum of four 
l a y e r s of paving subsequent to the f i r s t l a i d a t the time of completion of the 
b u i l d i n g ( F i g u r e 1 9 ) . I t was not u n t i l the p r e s e n t century t h a t the a r e a was 
c l o s e d to t r a f f i c . 

Trenches excavated f o r s e r v i c e l i n e s a t the Exchange B u i l d i n g i n d i c a t e d 
t h a t t h e r e was an e a r l y b r i c k s t r e e t on the south s i d e , under the p r e s e n t Ex
change S t r e e t , on the same l e v e l as the e a r l i e s t l a y e r of paving on the e a s t 
s i d e of the b u i l d i n g . A subsequent b r i c k paving l a y e r was found on both the 
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south and the north s i d e s of the b u i l d i n g , corresponding to the second paving 
l a y e r on the e a s t s i d e . The few a r t i f a c t s c o l l e c t e d from the s e r v i c e t r e n c h e s 
suggest t h a t the second paving was probably e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h century. A t h i r d 
l a y e r of paving c o n s i s t i n g of B e l g i a n B l o c k s was noted on the south s i d e , j u s t 
below the p r e s e n t s t r e e t . 

P a r t of the s e r v i c e t r e n c h on the e a s t s i d e of the Exchange and the exca
v a t i o n f o r a f u e l tank encountered the b r i c k w a l l s and paved c e l l a r f l o o r of a 
b u i l d i n g which was l o c a t e d due e a s t of the n o r t h e a s t corner of t h e Exchange 
B u i l d i n g , and i s noted on the 1900 Sanborn map ( F i g u r e 10) as the l o c a t i o n of 
the R i v e r s i d e Box Company. The w a l l of the b u i l d i n g i s i n l i n e w i t h the west 
w a l l of the remaining b u i l d i n g and the w a l l was l a i d i n L i v e r p o o l bond, one 
course of headers and t h r e e c o u r s e s of s t r e t c h e r s — which i s an e a r l y n i n e 
teenth century s t y l e of bonding (McKee 1973, p. 5 0 ) . A r t i f a c t s from t h i s e xca
v a t i o n were a l l e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y o b j e c t s . 



i • ' , 
F i g u r e 22. Drawing showing the lower p o r t i o n of the e a s t s i d e of the Exchang B u i l d i n g w i t h 

the s e c t i o n throligh the e x c a v a t i o n imposed on.^it. S e c t i o n shows w a l l s supporting 
the end of the north and south s t a i r s and the paved f l o o r s north and south of the 
s t a i r s and under the porch. H y p o t h e t i c a l s t a i r c a s e s are a l s o shown. 
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F i g u r e 23. Photograph looking north on the e a s t s i d e o£ the 
Exchange B u i l d i n g , showing the paving i n f r o n t 
of the south c e l l a r door i n the a r e a of the 
E l e v a t o r P i t , 



F i g u r e 24. The o r i g i n a l paving i n f r o n t of the c e n t r a l c e l l a r door on the e a s t s i d e of the Exchange B u i l d i n g . 



„...,.„r.rar::toto 

F i g u r e 25. The north s e c t i o n of the e a s t w a l l of the Exchange B u i l d i n g showing ( l e f t ) remains of the 
p l a s t e r once on the w a l l of the room under the s t a i r s , ( c e n t e r ) the p a r t of the w a l l which 
supported the foot of the s t a i r s , and ( r i g h t ) the patched s e c t i o n of w a l l where the north 
c e l l a r door was l o c a t e d and the paving i n f r o n t of i t . 

vD:.. .••ii 



Figure 26. Photograph o£ the ni n e t e e n t h century b r i c k d r a i n along the e a s t w a l l of the Exchange B u i l d i n g 
i n S e c t i o n V. Note the i r o n d r a i n pipe above i t which goes i n t o the w a l l . 



F i g u r e 27. Photograph of the remaining p a r t of the w a l l 
which supported the n o r t h e a s t e r n c o r n e r of 
the north s t a i r s on the e a s t s i d e of the 
Exchange B u i l d i n g . The block i n the c e n t e r 
i s the f a l l e n w a l l from under the s t a i r c a s e . 



F i g u r e 28. Photograph o£ the row of p i l i n g s put 
j u s t i n s i d e the b u i l d e r ' s t r e n c h to 
s t a b i l i z e the bank at the time of 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Exchange B u i l d i n g . 



43 

F i g u r e 29 Photograph o£ post which was found at the 
edge of the paving north of the north 
s t a i r s , 



i g u r e 30. Photograph of the s t r a t i f i e d l a y e r s of 
paving e a s t o f the b u i l d i n g . The lowest 
l a y e r shown was put down when the b u i l d i n g 
was completed i n 1771. 
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ARTIFACTS 

More than 12,000 a r t i f a c t s were recovered by the e x c a v a t i o n of the a r e a 
e a s t of the Exchange B u i l d i n g . I n c l u d e d i n the c o l l e c t i o n a r e the u s u a l pot
sherds, g l a s s b o t t l e fragments, i r o n n a i l s , e t c . , recovered from s i t e s occu
p i e d during the eighteenth and n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s i n C h a r l e s t o n . Most 
unusual about t h i s c o l l e c t i o n i s the amount of wood, c l o t h and l e a t h e r t h a t 
was p r e s e r v e d a t the s i t e , due to the presence of pine p i t c h which soaked 
much of the m a t e r i a l from the lowest l e v e l s . 

The a r t i f a c t s recovered a r e l i s t e d on the c h a r t s i n Appendix I , and are 
not d e s c r i b e d i n d e t a i l . The potsherds and g l a s s a r e of p a r t i c u l a r use i n 
pr o v i d i n g minimal d a t i n g f o r the s t r a t a . These l a y e r s a r e f i l l d e p o s i t s from 
elsewhere i n the c i t y , dumped i n the a r e a e a s t of E a s t Bay S t r e e t , and cannot 
be i d e n t i f i e d w i t h p a r t i c u l a r households or i n d i v i d u a l s i n C h a r l e s t o n . A few 
ceramic specimens a r e unusual and w i l l be gi v e n s p e c i a l mention here. Also 
d e s c r i b e d i n some d e t a i l a r e the more unique, p e r i s h a b l e o b j e c t s . 

WOODEN ARTIFACTS: 
Most e x c i t i n g , perhaps, i n tenns of the s t o r y of the c i t y , were the 141 

wooden a r t i f a c t s as w e l l as m i s c e l l a n e o u s c u t wood fragments recovered p r i 
m a r i l y from the lowest l e v e l s a t the s i t e ( F i g u r e 3 1 ) . Never before has such 
a c o l l e c t i o n been obtained. I n c l u d e d i n i t were 41 wooden s h i n g l e s , w e l l made, 
about 20 inches long, and v a r y i n g i n width from t h r e e to e i g h t i n c h e s , t a p e r 
ing i n t h i c k n e s s from one end to the other. Samples of two wooden s h i n g l e s 
were sent to Dr. Michael A. Ta r a s o f the Department of F o r e s t r y , Clemson Uni
v e r s i t y , f o r i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . They were of c y p r e s s (Taxodium d i s t i c h u m ) ( T a r a s 
p e r s o n a l communication, November 6, 1981). 

Even more i n t e r e s t i n g were the p a r t s of b a r r e l s r ecovered. F i f t e e n f r a g 
ments of ends of b a r r e l s , 23 b a r r e l s t a v e s and 31 fragments of b a r r e l hoops 
were found. Also recovered were seven wooden pegs used to plu g the h o l e s i n 
the tops of the b a r r e l s . The b a r r e l s themselves were about 27 i n c h e s i n he i g h t 
and 16 i n c h e s i n diameter a t the top. The s t a v e s were wider i n the c e n t e r , 
t a p e r i n g s l i g h t l y toward the ends, w i t h the long edges s l i g h t l y beveled, and 
the ends more d i s t i n c t l y beveled to f i t the tops. The tops were round, w i t h 
the i n n e r edges beveled to f i t the ends of the s t a v e s . Three b a r r e l s t a v e s 
and two tops were i d e n t i f i e d a s made of southern y e l l o w p i n e (Pinus sp.) by 
Tar a s . Wooden pegs, about one f o o t long and one i n c h i n diameter, were made 
to plug the h o l e s a t the ends and two were recovered i n p l a c e . One was i d e n 
t i f i e d as made of h i c k o r y (Carya s p . ) . The b a r r e l hoops were made of s p l i t 
h i c k o r y (Carya sp.) s a p l i n g s or branches (Taras p e r s o n a l communication, Nov
ember 6, 1981). I n some c a s e s s m a l l hand-made, s h a r p l y p o i n t e d wooden pegs 
were used to a t t a c h hoops to s t a v e s , and s t a v e s to ends of b a r r e l s . 

I n a d d i t i o n to the b a r r e l p a r t s were p i e c e s of wooden p l a n k i n g . Some had 
no i n d i c a t i o n of use, but two were of i n t e r e s t because they had some c i r c u l a r 
c u t marks on them as though they r e p r e s e n t e d the beginning stage i n the manu-



46 

F i g u r e 31. Wooden a r t i f a c t s from the lowest l e v e l of e x c a v a t i o n a t the 
Exchange B u i l d i n g . 
a) b a r r e l s t a v e b) two fragments of b a r r e l hoops c) wood
en peg d) p i e c e s of pl a n k s e) p o r t i o n of b a r r e l top. 
Length of s t a v e : 65cm or 26 i n c h e s . 
f ) wooden handle g) wooden plug h) p a r r e l bead. Diameter 
o f p l u g : 4.1cm 
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f a c t u r e of b a r r e l tops. Some p l a n k i n g was found under the w a l l supporting 
the porch were i t had been p l a c e d before c o n s t r u c t i o n as p a r t of the mud 
s i l l . Four specimens were i d e n t i f i e d as white oak (Quercus s p . ) ( T a r a s p e r 
sonal communication, November 6, 1981). 

Other wooden a r t i f a c t s of i n t e r e s t i n c l u d e a wooden handle, a hardwood 
bead which may have been a p a r r e l bead — p a r t of the r i g g i n g of a s h i p — a 
wedge, a wooden plug, s m a l l pegs, and shaped p i e c e s of wood which may have been 
d i s c a r d e d from molding or trimming. There were a l s o wooden shavings, one of 
which was i d e n t i f i e d as southern y e l l o w p i n e (Taras, p e r s o n a l communication, 
November 6, 1981), a knot of wood and t w i g s . 

Two p i l i n g s were recovered from the b u i l d e r ' s t r e n c h e a s t of the b u i l d 
ing. These were 7.5 f e e t long and 0.5 f e e t i n diameter, c u t to sharp p o i n t s 
a t the bottom. A s h o r t e r , s i m i l a r p o s t was found l y i n g on i t s s i d e along the 
edge of the b u i l d e r ' s t r e n c h i n the E l e v a t o r P i t a r e a , and another, which was 
not recovered was noted i n the south p r o f i l e of the E l e v a t o r P i t ( F i g u r e 1 4 ) . 
A f i f t h p o s t, c u t f l a t on the bottom w i t h beveled c o r n e r s on the upper p a r t 
and square i n s e c t i o n below, was found standing j u s t e a s t of the e a s t e r n edge 
of the paving i n S e c t i o n V, a t the no r t h end of the e x c a v a t i o n . I t was 2.8 
f e e t long and 0.5 f e e t t h i c k . Perhaps i t had been put t h e r e to p r o t e c t the 
b r i c k paving next to i t . A l l p o s t s were of cedar; t h r e e were i d e n t i f i e d by 
Taras (Personal communication, November 6, 1981). 

Two s e c t i o n s of wooden conduit d a t i n g from the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century 
were a l s o recovered. The conduit was made by hollowing out two long p i e c e s of 
southern y e l l o w pine (Pinus s p . ) ( T a r a s , p e r s o n a l communication, November 6, 1981) 
and f a s t e n i n g them together w i t h i r o n s t a p l e s to make a long tube about t h r e e 
inches square i n s e c t i o n . According to the c o n t r a c t o r ' s crew t h e s e were used 
to c a r r y telephone l i n e s . 

B a s a l p o r t i o n s of two other p o s t s were noted near the n o r t h e a s t corner 
of the Exchange B u i l d i n g when the s e r v i c e t r e n c h was excavated along the north 
s i d e of the b u i l d i n g . The p o s t s were of southern y e l l o w p i n e (Pinus s p . ) ( T a r a s 
p e r s o n a l communication, November 5, 1981) and probably were the bases of o l d 
telephone p o l e s . 

CLOTH: 
A t o t a l of 33 t e x t i l e fragments were found i n the e x c a v a t i o n s . The ma

j o r i t y were of wool, one co t t o n , s i x s i l k , and one of wool and co t t o n . 

Of the 25 wool specimens, a l l but four were of p l a i n over-one-under-one 
weave. S i x are examples of t i g h t l y woven f a b r i c , w i t h a t h r e a d count ranging 
from 32 by 32 to 48 by 48 threads per square i n c h . Ten were more l o o s e l y wo
ven f a b r i c s w i t h a thread count of 18 by 18 threads per square i n c h . 

Two t e x t i l e fragments, somewhat resembling modern f l a n n e l i n appearance, 
have an over-one-under-one weave and a thread count of 55 by 56 threads per 
square i n c h . One had been c u t and f i t t e d , as t h e r e i s evidence of s t i t c h i n g 
on the edges. The a c t u a l weave of the f a b r i c was obscured, except i n an a r e a 
which was worn, because the c l o t h had been napped on both s i d e s . 

Three woolen f a b r i c specimens had been woven w i t h an over-two-under-two 
diagonal t w i l l weave. The thread count f o r these examples was 56 by 52 threads 
per square i n c h . They probably were imported and may have been used f o r c l o 
t h i n g or f u r n i s h i n g s ( R o t h s t e i n , p e r s o n a l communication, February 2, 1981). 
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There were a l s o two fragments of woolen f a b r i c which had been k n i t t e d . 
One resembled a heavy glove or a man's s t o c k i n g . The other was a h e a v i e r 
k n i t and may have been p a r t of a sweater or c o a t . 

The s i n g l e example of c o t t o n f a b r i c was a l i g h t grey c o l o r which o r i g i 
n a l l y may have been white. I t was made of handspun ya r n and was hand woven; 
i t may have been l o c a l l y produced. The t h r e a d count was 50 by 50 per square 
i n c h . There are some blue spots on the t e x t i l e which have been i d e n t i f i e d 
as p r i n t e d w i t h i n d i g o . Rust spots suggest t h a t i t may have been used as a 
l i n i n g i n a c h e s t ( R o t h s t e i n , p e r s o n a l communication, Feburary 12, 1981). 

Most unusual were f i v e fragments of a v e r y f i n e , t h i n s i l k t e x t i l e w i t h 
a thread count of 70 by 70 per square i n c h . These specimens were r e d d i s h -
brown i n c o l o r and had s m a l l , i r r e g u l a r l i g h t - c o l o r e d c i r c l e s s c a t t e r e d a c r o s s 
them which were produced by t i e - d y e i n g . These fragments have been i d e n t i f i e d 
as p a r t of woman's s c a r f made i n Bengal and exported to England and the c o l o 
n i e s . There a r e s e v e r a l p o r t r a i t s showing E n g l i s h working c l a s s women wearing 
them. They date from the mid-eighteenth century ( R o t h s t e i n , p e r s o n a l communi
c a t i o n , September 23, 1980). 

The most complete specimen recovered was a l a d y ' s glove (Figure 3 2 ) , 
which may be of s i l k . The f a b r i c i s k n i t t e d ; the glove was elbow l e n g t h , 
hemmed a t the base and had been worn long enough to have r e q u i r e d r a t h e r 
e x t e n s i v e r e p a i r of the f i n g e r s . When l a s t worn, i t had been removed by 
t u r n i n g i t and p e e l i n g i t o f f so t h a t a l l of i t was i n s i d e out except the 
t i p s of the f i n g e r s . I t comes from a l e v e l d a t i n g about 1767. 

LEATHER: 
A t o t a l of 99 l e a t h e r o b j e c t s and trimmings were re c o v e r e d from the ex

c a v a t i o n s , and the m a j o r i t y of them predate the b u i l d i n g , most of them coming 
from the l e v e l w i t h the pine p i t c h . Forty-one of the specimens recovered a r e 
p a r t s of shoes, the remainder a r e s c r a p s and l e a t h e r trimmings. Most i n t e r 
e s t i n g , perhaps, i s the complete c h i l d ' s shoe (Fi g u r e 33) without a buckle. 
Both the toe and h e e l show evidence of hard wear. Other toe and h e e l f r a g 
ments of shoes were i n c l u d e d i n the c o l l e c t i o n . Toes a r e p o i n t e d , as shoes 
were made f o r e i t h e r f o o t . Heels were made of l a y e r s of l e a t h e r sewed t o 
gether. The e n t i r e shoe was f a s t e n e d together by s t i t c h i n g . 

CERAMICS: 
A t o t a l of 3,768 potsherds were recovered from the e x c a v a t i o n s a t the 

Exchange B u i l d i n g . The v a s t m a j o r i t y of t h e s e were of E n g l i s h o r i g i n . The 
sherds were s o r t e d a c c o r d i n g to the u s u a l l y accepted types (Noel Hume 1972, 
pp. 102-144), and counted by l e v e l and f e a t u r e (Appendix I ) . Using the meth
od o u t l i n e d by South (1978, pp. 201-18), mean ceramic d a t e s were c a l c u l a t e d 
f o r assemblages from w e l l - d e f i n e d p r o v e n i e n c e s . 

The p r e b u i l d i n g l e v e l s produced y e l l o w s l i p p e d ware, Chinese export 
ware, white s a l t g l a z e , m i s c e l l a n e o u s brown E n g l i s h stoneware and d e l f t s herds. 
Layers d a t i n g a f t e r the c o n s t r u c t i o n show some of the above t y p e s , but cream
ware and pearlware sherds a r e much more important i n the c o l l e c t i o n s . 



I 

F i g u r e 32. The worn glove found i n the n o r t h e a s t corner of S e c t i o n I I , i n the l e v e l 
p r e d a t i n g the b u i l d i n g . Length: 30.5cm. 

j ^ 
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F i g u r e 34. Fxamples of ceramics recovered from the e x c a v a t i o n s a t 
the Fxchange B u i l d i n g . 
a) fragments of a northern Furopean or Dutch p o r r i n g e r 
b) creamware c) s h e l l - e d g e d pearlware s h e r d s , d) hand 
p a i n t e d pearlware fragment e) d e l f t sherd f ) combed 
yell o w s l i p p e d ware sherds g) fragment of E n g l i s h brown 
stoneware jug h) l i d of creamware teapot p a i n t e d i n r e d , 
ourn l e , and b l a c k . 
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Very few sherds from the e a r l y l e v e l s are l a r g e and none can be c o n s i d 
ered r e s t o r a b l e v e s s e l s . Those i n the l a t e r l e v e l s , however, found i n the 
f i l l above the f l o o r s once under the s t a i r s and porch on the e a s t s i d e a r e 
l a r g e r and some have f i t together. A q u a n t i t y of green f e a t h e r edge d i s h e s , 
fragments of blue and white t r a n s f e r - p r i n t e d asparagus s e r v e r s , and creamware 
dis h e s of the simpler Royal p a t t e r n occurred t h e r e ( F i g u r e 3 4 ) . A l s o i n t h a t 
c o l l e c t i o n was an unusual p o r r i n g e r - t y p e v e s s e l which has been i d e n t i f i e d as 
p o s s i b l y Dutch or northern Furopean (Rauschenberg, p e r s o n a l communication). 

The mean ceramic dates c a l c u l a t e d f o r the v a r i o u s l e v e l s are presented 
i n Appendix I and are d i s c u s s e d i n the s e c t i o n s d e a l i n g w i t h the s t r a t i g r a p h y 
and archaeology. Most of the d a t e s a r e somewhat e a r l i e r than one would expect 
from the s t r a t i g r a p h i c evidence, but t h a t i s not s u r p r i s i n g , c o n s i d e r i n g t h a t 
the p o t t e r y comes from e a r l i e r l e v e l s , diomped i n as f i l l . 

GLASS: 
A t o t a l of 3,972 g l a s s fragments were ca t a l o g e d from the ex c a v a t i o n s a t 

the Fxchange. The g r e a t m a j o r i t y of t h i s i s dark green b o t t l e g l a s s . Dark 
green hand-blown b o t t l e s were the popular beverage c o n t a i n e r s , and most of 
them found date from the middle to the l a t e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y . Small amounts 
of aqua-colored b o t t l e g l a s s and c l e a r b o t t l e g l a s s were recovered as w e l l . 
The g r e a t e r c o n c e n t r a t i o n of b o t t l e fragments and b o t t l e bottoms and necks was 
c l o s e to the b u i l d i n g and i n the f i l l put i n a f t e r the porch and s t a i r s had 
been removed from the e a s t s i d e . 

Although they a r e not as s u b j e c t to change as the ce r a m i c s , the g l a s s bot
t l e fragments g e n e r a l l y supported the d a t i n g of the s t r a t a based on ceramics. 
B o t t l e necks and bottoms from the l e v e l s p r e d a t i n g the b u i l d i n g a r e of the 
s t y l e of the f i r s t h a l f of the ei g h t e e n t h century. Those found i n the f i l l 
above the f l o o r s on the e a s t s i d e g e n e r a l l y dated 1790 to 1820. A l l i d e n t i 
f i a b l e fragments are blown r a t h e r than molded. The only whole b o t t l e recov
ered was a Smirnoff Vodka b o t t l e from a r e c e n t i n t r u s i o n i n the f l o o r i n f r o n t 
of the c e n t r a l c e l l a r door. 

Some t a b l e g l a s s — stemware and tumbler bases ( F i g u r e 35) came from the 
exca v a t i o n s . An a i r t w i s t stem d a t i n g perhaps 1750-70 (Noel Hume 1972, p. 190) 
was found i n L e v e l 6. The f i l l above the s t a i r s and f l o o r s under the p l a t f o r m 
produced some s h o r t f l a r i n g stems s i m i l a r to t h a t i d e n t i f i e d by Noel Hume (1972, 
F i g . 64) as made by the Amelung F a c t o r y i n Maryland, as w e l l as a number of 
bottoms of blown tumblers, some p l a i n , o t h e r s w i t h v e r t i c a l r i b b i n g . 

The only p o s s i b l e c l u e to the source of the f i l l a t t h i s time i s one bot
t l e s e a l w i t h the name A. Rose on i t . I n the 1782 C h a r l e s t o n D i r e c t o r y , Alex
ander Rose, a merchant, was l i s t e d a t 37 Tradd S t r e e t . I n the 1794 d i r e c t o r y 
h i s address was 2 Church S t r e e t . The f i l l might have come from e i t h e r l o c a t i o n , 
or elsewhere i n the c i t y , f o r t h a t matter. 

A l a r g e number of fragments of window g l a s s were a l s o found, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
i n the f i l l above the c e n t r a l entrance to the c e l l a r . Many fragments were en
countered r i g h t on top of the b r i c k f l o o r i n g i n t h a t a r e a , c l o s e to the b u i l 
ding. One p i e c e which may be the b u l l s - e y e from the c e n t e r of a p i e c e of 
blown window g l a s s was found i n the t r e n c h f o r the d r a i n l i n e j u s t e a s t of 
the w a l l supporting the porch. 



F i g u r e 35. Glassware recovered from the e x c a v a t i o n s a t the 
Exchange B u i l d i n g . 
a-e) tumbler bottoms f ) decanter stopper 
g - i ) wine g l a s s stems. S c a l e i n c e n t i m e t e r s . 
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BUILDING MATERIALS: 
Fragments of b r i c k , mortar, p l a s t e r and r o o f i n g s l a t e s were found through

out the s i t e . Most were not recovered nor recorded. Ceramic f l o o r t i l e were 
saved when encountered, and have been i n c l u d e d i n the c o l l e c t i o n s ; a sampling 
of the b r i c k and mortar were a l s o saved. A t o t a l of e i g h t y e l l o w "Dutch" b r i c k 
(Noel Hume 1972, p. 83) were found. Most of them came from the p r e b u i l d i n g 
l e v e l of the s i t e . They appear to be more common i n the e a r l y p a r t of the 
e i g h t e e n t h century i n C h a r l e s t o n . 

A few b r i c k were saved from the standing w a l l s and paving. These have 
been measured and recorded and i n c l u d e d i n the c o l l e c t i o n s . The dimensions 
are summarized here: 

B r i c k from lower w a l l of main b u i l d i n g : 
9 x 4 x 2 ^ i n c h e s (23 x 10.2 x 6.5 c e n t i m e t e r s ) 

B r i c k from paving i n f r o n t of south c e l l a r door: 
9-9^2 X 4 J 4 - 4 J 5 X 2 3/8- (23-23.7 x 10.8-11.5 x 
2 3/4 inches 6-7 c e n t i m e t e r s ) 

B r i c k from w a l l supporting porch: 
9 5/8 X 4 X 2 7/8 i n c h e s (24.5 x 10.2 x 7.3 c e n t i m e t e r s ) 

B r i c k from w a l l supporting south s t a i r s : 
9 x 4 x 2 3/4 i n c h e s (23 x 10.2 x 7 c e n t i m e t e r s ) 

B r i c k from f l o o r south of c e n t r a l c e l l a r e n t r a n c e : 
9 X 4% X 2 7/8 i n c h e s (23.8 x 10.8 x 7.3 c e n t i m e t e r s ) 

B r i c k from f a l l e n w a l l . S e c t i o n V: 
9 X 4 ^ X 2 7/8 i n c h e s (23 x 10.8 x 7.6 c e n t i m e t e r s ) 

B r i c k from d r a i n . S e c t i o n V: 
9 X 4 3̂ x 2 3/4 i n c h e s (23 x 10.8 x 7 c e n t i m e t e r s ) 

Three hundred and f o r t y p i e c e s of s l a t e were recovered from the e x c a v a t i o n s . 
A few have h o l e s by which they were f a s t e n e d by n a i l s to a r o o f . The c o l o r 
ranges from grey to s l i g h t l y p u r p l i s h . 

One l a y e r c o n t a i n i n g a c o n s i d e r a b l e amount of s l a t e was noted i n the pro
f i l e south of the c e n t r a l entrance to the c e l l a r i n S e c t i o n I I I , along the west 
s i d e of an unexcavated block. T h i s s l a t e l a y e r , about 3.7 f e e t below datum, i s 
above the top of F e a t u r e 2 and probably c o r r e l a t e s w i t h a p e r i o d when the b u i l d 
ing was remodeled, or when the roof was damaged by high wind r e q u i r i n g r e p a i r . 

Two p i e c e s of s l a t e a r e of s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t . One c o n s i s t s of a p i e c e which 
e v i d e n t l y was used to keep a r e c o r d , f o r both s i d e s a r e covered w i t h rows of 
groups of f i v e s t r a i g h t l i n e s , four arranged v e r t i c a l l y and one c u t t i n g a c r o s s 
them a t a diagonal ( F i g u r e 36) — the same procedure used i n counting today. 
The other p i e c e was decorated w i t h what appear to be a r c s from a p a i r of d i v i - " 
ders and a p o s s i b l e c a p i t a l "M" s c r a t c h e d i n one s i d e . T h i s one was found i n 
the l a y e r p r e d a t i n g the b u i l d i n g . 



F i g u r e 36. A p i e c e of s l a t e used to r e c o r d a count 
of something i n the p a s t . Length: 15.7cm 
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Two p i e c e s of p o r t l a n d stone a r e a l s o i n c l u d e d i n the c o l l e c t i o n . One i s 
a curved s u r f a c e , and was r e c e n t l y chipped from p a r t of the ornamentation on 
the e a s t s i d e of the b u i l d i n g . The other was recovered from the f i l l of Sec
t i o n I I I , between the w a l l of the b u i l d i n g and the w a l l supporting the porch. 
I t c o n s i s t e d of a shaped s e c t i o n of one of the b a l u s t e r s of a r a i l i n g . I t 
conforms i n shape to one of the s e c t i o n s of r a i l i n g shown on Naylor's d r a w i n g ( F i g 
ure 4, 40), and the s p e c i f i c a t i o n s f o r the b u i l d i n g s t i p u l a t e d t h a t the r a i l i n g 
be made of p o r t l a n d stone (1898 Yearbook of the C i t y of C h a r l e s t o n , p. 371). 

FLINT: 
One of the most abundant m a t e r i a l s found a t t h i s s i t e was f l i n t . Quanti

t i e s of f l i n t nodules, v a r y i n g i n s i z e and c o l o r were found i n almost a l l l e 
v e l s of the s i t e , although they were l e s s important i n the l e v e l s of f i l l added 
a f t e r the porch was removed than before. M i l l e r ' s notes a l s o mention the 
amount of f l i n t (Exchange f i l e s , C h a r l e s t o n Museum) and C.H. B i s s e l l suggested 
t h a t perhaps a f l i n t knapper was a t work a t the e a s t s i d e of the H a l f Moon Bat 
t e r y . 

The amount recovered from the l e v e l cemented w i t h pine p i t c h , p r e d a t i n g 
the b u i l d i n g , i s not as l a r g e , but the c o n t r o l of e x c a v a t i o n and the amount 
of hand e x c a v a t i o n a t t h a t l e v e l were not g r e a t . However, many s m a l l nodules 
were recovered from the samples of s o l i d i f i e d s o i l d i s s o l v e d i n t u r p e n t i n e . 
The s o - c a l l e d g r e y - g r i t t y l a y e r , which i s probably an o l d beach l i n e , was a l 
most a l l f l i n t nodules. 

A t o t a l of 426 p i e c e s were recovered from F e a t u r e 2, the drip-wash a r e a 
under the p r o j e c t i o n of the porch. Most of t h e s e came from a s i n g l e p a i l f u l 
of s o i l washed through the s c r e e n to study i t s c o n t e n t s . A l a r g e amount of 
f l i n t a l s o came from e x c a v a t i o n s i n the b u i l d e r ' s t r e n c h f o r the b u i l d i n g , 
and L e v e l s 4, 5, and 6 — the lowest l e v e l s of f i l l f o l l o w i n g the completion 
og the b u i l d i n g . These l a s t samples were hand excavated and/or screened so 
the percentage of f l i n t r ecovered i s probably r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the amount 
incl u d e d i n the l e v e l . 

How or why such a v a s t q u a n t i t y of m a t e r i a l o c c u r r e d t h e r e has y e t to be 
explained. Many of the f l i n t nodules are i n t a c t , but o t h e r s have been broken, 
and p i e c e s have been chipped from them. There i s l i t t l e i n the way of s m a l l 
c h i p s which would r e s u l t from knapping. Much of the f l i n t i s dark grey or 
b l a c k , the type g e n e r a l l y a t t r i b u t e d to England. I t i s g e n e r a l l y known t h a t 
some cobblestones came here as b a l l a s t , and a number of cobblestones i n Char
l e s t o n a re of f l i n t . There a l s o a r e r e q u e s t s f o r tons of g r a v e l from England 
coming as b a l l a s t to be used f o r gardens and to f i l l up a wharf i n the 1760's 
(Hamer and Rogers 1974, p. 13; 1976, pp. 350-51). The amount p r e s e n t on t h i s 
w a t e r f r o n t a r e a may be the r e s u l t of the dumping of such b a l l a s t . 

Three g u n f l i n t s were found — a l l of b l a c k E n g l i s h f l i n t , and a l l from 
l a t e r l e v e l s a t the s i t e (see Appendix I ) . Two of the g u n f l i n t s a r e the p r i s 
matic type — one from L e v e l 4 i s probably a p i s t o l type, the o t h e r i s l a r g e r 

• and may be from a musket (Hamilton 1960, F i g u r e 1 4 ) . The t h i r d , from l e v e l 6, 
i s the s p a l l type and may be a musket type as w e l l (Hamilton 1960, F i g u r e l 3 ) . 

PIPES: 
A t o t a l of 405 white k a o l i n p i p e fragments were r e c o v e r e d from the ex

c a v a t i o n s . They were found i n a l l l e v e l s of the s i t e . The major p o r t i o n of 
the pipe fragments are p l a i n stems, however t h e r e were some bowls and a few 
stems which deserve s p e c i a l mention ( F i g u r e 3 7 ) . 
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F i g u r e 37. Pipes, bone and i v o r y o b j e c t s from the e x c a v a t i o n s , 
a, E n g l i s h pipe bowl; b,c, Dutch pipe bowls; 
d, L l e w e l l y n Evans pipe stem; e, pipe stem from C h e s t e r ; 
f , pipe stem marked John Stephens; g, bone k n i f e handle; 
h, bone or i v o r y o b j e c t ; i , s i n g l e hole bone button; 
j , f o u r hole bone button; k, s h o r t bone tube with t h r e a d i n g 
i n s i d e . 
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There were two pipe bowls and one fragment which are probably Dutch. The 
s u r f a c e s of the bowls, which are somewhat egg-shaped, are p o l i s h e d . Each has 
a r o u l e t t e d l i n e j u s t below the rim. They have round h e e l s w i t h s m a l l r a i s e d 
s h i e l d s on both s i d e s and "15" , and what looks l i k e "90" on the bottoms of the 
h e e l s . One comes from L e v e l 6, one from S e c t i o n I I I , and the t h i r d from the 
f i l l above the c e n t r a l entrance. 

Four bowls a r e p l a i n , without h e e l s and l a c k marks or d e c o r a t i o n . They 
are type 18, dated 1720-1820 by Noel Hume (1972, p. 303). They came from the 
l e v e l p r e d a t i n g the b u i l d i n g , the f i l l of the b u i l d e r s ' t r e n c h and the f i l l 
above the c e n t r a l entrance to the c e l l a r . One i s from the g e n e r a l f o o t i n g 
t r e n c h e x c a v a t i o n s . 

S i x bowls and fragments a r e p l a i n , w i t h f l a t h e e l s resembling Noel Himie's 
Type 15, dated 1700-1770 (Noel Hume 1972, p. 303). The stamping on the s i d e s 
of the h e e l s v a r i e s , however. Two have p l a i n h e e l s l a c k i n g any marking and 
were found i n the f i l l of the b u i l d e r s ' t r e n c h . Another had a flower, another 
a "T" and "K", another a s m a l l "O", and another crowns embossed on the s i d e s 
of the h e e l s . Three of these were found i n the l e v e l s p r e d a t i n g the b u i l d i n g 
and t h r e e were i n the f i l l of the b u i l d e r s ' t r e n c h . S e v e r a l a r e l i k e s p e c i 
mens found i n the pre-1740 l e v e l s a t the Heyward-Washington House. 

One pipe bowl found i n the f i l l above the f l o o r i n the southwestern p a r t 
of S e c t i o n V has a more rounded bowl and longer spur. I n form i t resembles 
N. 23 (Noel Hume 1972, p. 303), dated 1820-1860. T h i s example has a "W" on 
one s i d e of the spur and a "G" on the ot h e r , and the name "WEBB" stamped on 
the bowl f a c i n g the smoker. A pipe fragment w i t h s i m i l a r h e e l was found i n 
the n e c e s s a r y a t the Heyward-Washington House, where i t would be dated l a t e 
e i g h t e e n t h to e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

One other bowl fragment i s of i n t e r e s t . I t has an impressed design con
s i s t i n g of a "TD" i n a c i r c u l a r cartouche w i t h a r o p e - l i k e o u t l i n e w i t h a l e a f 
or f l o r a l d e c o r a t i o n above and below the i n i t i a l s . A s i m i l a r pipe i s i l l u s 
t r a t e d from Mackinac, where i t i s dated i n the 1812 p e r i o d (Peterson 1963, pp. 
6-7). S i m i l a r cartouches occur on p i p e s from the Heyward-Washington House, 
but they contained d i f f e r e n t i n i t i a l s . They occur i n c o n t e x t s d a t i n g from 
about 1760-1800. 

Three stem fragments a r e marked. One has r o u l e t t e d l i n e s b ordering a 
row of diamonds and the l e t t e r s "LE" stamped on i t and ac c o r d i n g to Walker 
(1977, pp. 1131-32, 1429), i t was made by L l e w e l l y n Evans who worked i n B r i s 
t o l from 1661 to 1686. T h i s i s the e a r l i e s t p i p e recovered, and came from 
the l e v e l p r e d a t i n g the b u i l d i n g . One other i s marked w i t h a coat of arms w i t h 
the name "Chester" on the bottom. Noel Hume i d e n t i f i e s stems from C h e s t e r as 
e a r l y e i g h t e e n t h century (Noel Hume 1972, p. 305). The l a s t decorated stem 
has the name "John Stephens" stamped on i t , and was found i n the f i l l of the 
b u i l d e r s ' t r e n c h . 

I n g e n e r a l , the pipe fragments dated by makers' marks and s t y l e support 
dating based on ceramic and g l a s s typology and s t r a t i g r a p h y . The e f f o r t s to 
date the l e v e l s on pipe stem diameter produced a s e r i e s of dat e s ranging from 
1741 f o r the l e v e l p r e d a t i n g the b u i l d i n g to 1748 f o r the f i l l above the cen
t r a l entrance to the c e l l a r . 
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Metal a r t i f a c t s from the Exchange B u i l d i n g e x c a v a t i o n s , 
a) s i c k l e b) q u i l t i n g frame clamp c) key d) b r a s s l o c k 
e) hinge f ) b r a s s ornamental p i e c e w i t h molded l e a f de
s i g n , p o s s i b l y from a p i e c e of m i l i t a r y equipment g) a 
button. S c a l e i n c e n t i m e t e r s a p p l i e s to a-e, f i s 5.5cm 
wide. 
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METAL ARTIFACTS: 
As a r e s u l t of the e x c a v a t i o n s 853 metal o b j e c t s were found. The g r e a t 

m a j o r i t y of these were of i r o n . Most of the i r o n c o n s i s t e d of n a i l s and c o r 
roded i r o n p i e c e s too fragmentary to be i d e n t i f i e d . I d e n t i f i a b l e i r o n o b j e c t s 
i n c l u d e d a s i c k l e , a q u i l t i n g frame clamp from the n i n e t e e n t h century, an i r o n 
handle, a l a r g e c i r c l e of s t r a p i r o n probably from a l a r g e b a r r e l or b a l e . 
Most of the i d e n t i f i a b l e i r o n , other than n a i l s , was found i n the l e v e l s p o s t 
d a t i n g the Exchange, i n the n o r t h e a s t e r n s e c t i o n of the s i t e . Most of the 
n a i l s came from the l e v e l s i n the upper l a y e r s of the E l e v a t o r P i t , excavated 
by hand. 

There were few a r t i f a c t s of other m e t a l s . They i n c l u d e d p i e c e s of l e a d 
from post-1772 l e v e l s of the s i t e , and a pewter p l a t e rim of the e a r l y n i n e 
teenth century s t y l e . Most i n t e r e s t i n g of the b r a s s and copper a r t i f a c t s was 
a b r a s s ornamental p i e c e w i t h a molded l e a f d e s i g n ( F i g u r e 3 8 ) . I t may be 
from a p i e c e of m i l i t a r y equipment — perhaps a powder box or p a r t of a uniform. 
Unfortunately i t s s p e c i f i c provenience a t the s i t e i s not known. There was a 
br a s s c h e s t l o c k from the g e n e r a l c o l l e c t i o n and a key from the f i l l above the 
f l o o r i n S e c t i o n V. A b r a s s s p i g o t was a l s o r ecovered. A m i n i a t u r e toy b r a s s 
cannon was found i n the f i l l i n S e c t i o n V, along the b u i l d i n g . S i m i l a r cannons 
were s o l d a t the s a l e s desk i n the Dungeon Museiua, and t h i s may be an i n t r u s i o n 
from t h a t p e r i o d . 

BONE ARTIFACTS: 
Four bone a r t i f a c t s were recovered from the s i t e ( F i g u r e 3 7 ) . One i s a 

k n i f e handle w i t h d i a g o n a l l i n e s engraved on i t . Another i s a s m a l l t u b u l a r 
p i e c e of bone w i t h t h r e a d i n g on the i n s i d e on both ends. I t may be p a r t of a 
fan. Both f i t i n the l a t e e i g h t e e n t h to e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h century c o n t e x t . 

One o b j e c t of i v o r y or bone ( F i g u r e 37) i s of s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t . I t i s a 
f l a t p i e c e , g e n e r a l l y r e c t a n g u l a r , but the ends a r e concave; one long edge i s 
re c e s s e d and the other i s c u t i n symmetrical curve. Two metal n a i l s o r brads 
were s e t i n the s t r a i g h t s i d e which must have been used to f a s t e n the p i e c e 
v e r t i c a l l y t o something e l s e . The f u n c t i o n of the item i s not known. I t may 
have been used f o r ornamentation of a p i e c e of f u r n i t u r e , a box, or perhaps 
p a r t of a toy. 

PERSONAL ORNAMENTS: 
Very few o b j e c t s were recovered from the s i t e which could be co n s i d e r e d 

items of p e r s o n a l ornamentation. The m a j o r i t y are buttons. There a r e a l s o 
three beads and one e a r r i n g . 

The e a r r i n g was made of s i l v e r w i r e , t w i s t e d i n such a way as to make a 
s c a l l o p e d hoop. I t was found i n the g e n e r a l f o o t i n g t r e n c h , and cannot be 
assigned to a l e v e l . The workmanship suggests a l a t e e i g h t e e n t h to e a r l y n i n e 
teenth century s t y l e . 

The buttons ( F i g u r e 37) found a t the s i t e were made of bone, s h e l l , por
c e l a i n , and metal. One bone button had a s i n g l e hole i n the c e n t e r and the 
other, four h o l e s and a r a i s e d border around the edge. The former dates from 
the e i g h t e e n t h century, the l a t t e r i n the n i n e t e e n t h (Noel Hume 1972, pp. 90-91). 
The one s h e l l bead i s t h i c k and has two h o l e s ; i t was found i n L e v e l 4 and 5. 
The four-hole p o r c e l a i n bead came from the f i l l above the b r i c k d r a i n i n Sec
t i o n V. Both are n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 
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F i v e metal buttons were recovered from the e x c a v a t i o n s . One has a f l a t 
f a c e w i t h a r a i s e d a r e a i n the c e n t e r ; a foot i s a l l t h a t remains on the back. 
I t came from the f i l l above the f l o o r i n S e c t i o n V. Another i s smooth, w i t h a 
broken shank on the back, and was found above the c e n t r a l c e l l a r entrance. Two 
are too corroded to c l a s s i f y . The most i n t e r e s t i n g i s a grey metal button w i t h 
a wooden back — type 3 (Noel Hume 1972, p. 9 0 ) . On the f a c e a r e the embossed 
l e t t e r s "USA", w i t h the l e t t e r s p l a c e d one on top of the other. According to 
Noel Hume, buttons w i t h t h i s i n s i g n i a date before 1812 (1972, pp. 91-92). I t 
came from a f o o t i n g t r e n c h i n S e c t i o n V. 

Three g l a s s beads were found. One i s a blue-green double bead which looks 
l i k e two spheroid beads stuck together. I t was found i n the f i l l above the 
f l o o r i n S e c t i o n V. The second was a t i n y white seed bead from F e a t u r e 2. 
Examples of both occur i n the p e r i o d from 1760-1820 (Quimby 1966, p. 8 9 ) . The 
t h i r d bead, a b l a c k egg-shaped bead, was found i n the l e v e l p r e d a t i n g the 
b u i l d i n g . I t i s a wire-wound bead, and may date from 1670 to 1760 (Quimby 
1966, p. 8 7 ) . 

MISCELLANEOUS ENVIRONMENTAL DEBRIS: 
Included i n the matrix of the pi n e p i t c h i n the lowest l e v e l s of the s i t e 

were s e v e r a l i n t e r e s t i n g t h i n g s r e l a t i n g t o the environment of C h a r l e s t o n a t 
t h a t time. Remnants of d i e t a r e r e p r e s e n t e d by ele v e n peach p i t s , n ine water
melon seeds, a fragment of gourd and peanut s h e l l s r e covered, as w e l l as animal 
bone and f i s h s c a l e s . Samples of pine p i t c h a l s o i n c l u d e d fragments of l a r g e 
and s m a l l b i r d f e a t h e r s , s m a l l p i e c e s of f i b e r , wood shavings, and wood c h i p s . 
The animal bones from t h i s and l a t e r l e v e l s have not been a n a l y z e d as y e t , but 
w i l l provide data on the d i e t of t h a t time. 

We a l s o recovered two samples of pine p i t c h which i n c l u d e d s m a l l p i e c e s of 
a blue substance we b e l i e v e to be in d i g o . Indigo was an important export from 
C h a r l e s t o n i n the ei g h t e e n t h century. The sample presumably date from before 
1752. 
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F i g u r e 39. Small items recovered from the pine p i t c h i n the lowest l e v e l of the excavation. ' 
Included are small p i e c e s of wood, wood chips and shavings, f e a t h e r s , f i b e r , " j ^ j 
watermelon seeds, s h e l l , s l a t e , g l a s s and small animal bone. 

1 
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EXCAVATIONS INSIDE THE BUILDING 

TESTING OF FIRST FLOOR F I L L : 
The f i r s t f l o o r of the ExchangeBuilding i s supported by the b r i c k arches 

or arcade of the c e l l a r . When the b u i l d i n g was b u i l t , the tops of the arch e s 
were covered w i t h sand and l e v e l e d before the stone f l o o r i n g was put down. 
P a r t of the f l o o r i n g was s t i l l i n p l a c e a t the time the remodeling was begun, 
and i t was agreed t h a t the sand f i l l should be t e s t e d . 

Two a r e a s were t e s t e d , one near the c e n t e r of the south room, the other 
i n the northwest corner of the north room. The f i r s t square was 12 f e e t from 
the south w a l l and 17.3 f e e t from the west w a l l . I t was 4.0 f e e t e a s t t o west 
and 3.25 f e e t from north to south; the depth v a r i e d w i t h the curve of the arc h 
below to a maximum of about 2.2 f e e t . The second square i n the northwest c o r 
ner was where a hole was to be dug f o r the e l e c t r i c i a n . The t e s t was two f e e t 
by four f e e t w i t h a maximum depth of 1.3 f e e t . 

The top t h i n l a y e r , about 0.25 to 0.3 f e e t t h i c k , was somewhat c o n s o l i d a 
ted by the mortar from the stone f l o o r i n g above i t . Below t h i s the sand was 
very dry and lo o s e . The f i l l was screened, and i t contained fragments of b r i c k , 
mortar, p l a s t e r , o y s t e r s h e l l s , and o c c a s i o n a l f l i n t nodules. I n i t were s c a t 
t e r e d p a r t i c l e s of c h a r c o a l , presumably from the f i r e which took p l a c e p r i o r to 
the completion of the b u i l d i n g . 

At the time of the t e s t i n g a t h i r d hole was dug between the f i r s t and s e 
cond windows from the west, on the south s i d e of the south room by the carpen
t e r . Three s a l t - g l a z e sherds were recovered from t h e r e . 

The square i n the c e n t e r of the south room produced the l a r g e s t c o l l e c t i o n 
of a r t i f a c t s and d e b r i s , i n c l u d i n g a t o t a l of 16 she r d s . The mean ceramic date 
on t h i s group i s 1736, e a r l i e r than the b u i l d i n g date of the Exchange. The 
most r e c e n t sherd i n the c o l l e c t i o n , the one creamware sherd, has a beginning 
date of 1762 (South 1977, p. 212). 

A t o t a l of 12 pipe fragments were found i n the two squares. The date, on 
the b a s i s of e i g h t stem fragments i s 1745 (Noel Hume 1972, p. 299) . One smooth 
b r a s s or copper button of South's type 7, d a t i n g 1726-1776 (Noel Hume 1972, pp. 
90-91), came from the square i n the c e n t e r of the south room. Other a r t i f a c t s 
recovered from i n s i d e the b u i l d i n g a r e l i s t e d i n Appendix I . Much of the b r i c k , 
p l a s t e r and mortar rubble was not saved. 

On the b a s i s of our t e s t i n g , i t would seem t h a t the sand was the o r i g i n a l 
f i l l i n the Exchange, and t h a t t h e r e were no major i n t r u s i o n s i n t o i t or changes 
i n i t u n t i l the r e c e n t r e n o v a t i o n began. 
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MONITORING THE REMOVAL OF THE FLOOR: 
The o r i g i n a l stone f l o o r i n g on the f i r s t f l o o r of the Old Exchange B u i l d 

ing c o n s i s t e d of f l a t stone s l a b s which v a r i e d i n s i z e , but g e n e r a l l y were 
about two f e e t by two f e e t . A p o r t i o n of these b l o c k s were i n p l a c e i n an 
a r e a on the e a s t s i d e of the c e n t r a l s e c t i o n of the b u i l d i n g where o l d r e s t 
room f a c i l i t i e s had been l o c a t e d . 

I n October 1981, the remaining stone f l o o r i n g was taken up as p a r t of 
the remodeling a c t i v i t y i n the b u i l d i n g . T h i s s e c t i o n of f l o o r i n g was on top 
of a curved wooden s t a i r c a s e which a t one time l e d to the c e l l a r below. The 
lower p a r t of the s t a i r c a s e had been removed some y e a r s b e f o r e and only the 
upper nine s t e p s remained i n p l a c e . The stone f l o o r i n g above the s t a i r s had 
been r e l a i d a f t e r the s t a i r c a s e was no longer used. Two p l a n k s had been put 
i n under the f l o o r i n g a t t h a t time to support the weight of the s t o n e s . 

Examination r e v e a l e d t h a t the s t a i r c a s e was not p a r t of the o r i g i n a l con
s t r u c t i o n of the b u i l d i n g but a l a t e r a d d i t i o n . P a r t of the b r i c k w a l l on the 
s i d e and p a r t of the b r i c k on the c e l l a r c e i l i n g had been broken out to make 
room f o r the s t a i r s . The curved edge of the broken b r i c k was f i n i s h e d w i t h 
cement. The lumber, square c u t n a i l s and type of c o n s t r u c t i o n suggest t h a t 
the s t a i r c a s e was an 1820 or l a t e r m o d i f i c a t i o n of the b u i l d i n g . 

CELLAR SERVICE TRENCHES: 
As one a s p e c t of the f i n a l phase of the remodeling of the Exchange B u i l d 

ing, shallow t r e n c h e s were excavated i n the f l o o r of the c e l l a r f o r e l e c t r i c a l 
s e r v i c e . As few b r i c k s as n e c e s s a r y were removed and t r e n c h e s about one foot 
wide and approximately 0.4 f e e t deep were excavated f o r the conduit. The 
workmen removed the b r i c k u s i n g a j a c k hammer, being c a r e f u l to break as few 
as p o s s i b l e , and we excavated the l o o s e f i l l from most of the t r e n c h e s . The 
f i l l was shoveled i n t o a wheelbarrow and troweled. I t was v e r y dry and l o o s e 
sandy s o i l . There was v e r y l i t t l e i n i t except f o r some s h e l l , animal bone 
and a few creamware and d e l f t potsherds and a pipe bowl. Most of these a r t i 
f a c t s were found i n an a r e a along the west w a l l , j u s t south of the west c e l l a r 
entrance. A l l f a l l w i t h i n the p e r i o d b e f o r e 1771, the completion date of the 
b u i l d i n g . The creamware sherds are from an octagonal p l a t e w i t h molded diamond 
p a t t e r n border i d e n t i f i e d w i t h Melbourne and dated 1770 by Towner (1978, p. 115). 
Most of the d e l f t sherds appear to come from the same blue and white p l a t e 
which has a y e l l o w l i n e along the edge. 

At the same time we a l s o examined the c e l l a r and mapped the exposed s e c 
t i o n s of the H a l f Moon B a t t e r y i n r e l a t i o n to the b u i l d i n g w a l l s . Three s e c 
t i o n s of the b a t t e r y , which was p a r t of the o r i g i n a l sea w a l l , are exposed: 

1) On the south s i d e of the c e l l a r a s e c t i o n of the w a l l i s exposed i n 
c l u d i n g an a r e a where t h e r e i s a j o g i n the a r c of the w a l l . I n the south

west corner of the b u i l d i n g a s h o r t s e c t i o n of w a l l has been b u i l t i n between 
the sea w a l l and the b u i l d i n g w a l l . T h i s s e c t i o n i s not p a r t of the s e a w a l l , 
but was c o n s t r u c t e d a f t e r the b u i l d i n g was completed. There has been c o n s i d e r 
able e x c a v a t i o n of f i l l i n t h i s a r e a . Much of i t was p r i o r to the use of t h i s 
a r e a as a museimi. Some of i t may have been done by John M i l l e r , but the most 
re c e n t p a r t appears to have been unauthorized and u n c o n t r o l l e d . 

2) I n the c e n t e r of the e a s t s i d e , the c e n t r a l p o r t i o n of the a r c of the 
Half Moon B a t t e r y i s exposed to the depth of the water l e v e l . T h i s was 

the a r e a excavated to the bottom of the w a l l by M i l l e r (see Appendix I I ) , and 
then p a r t i a l l y b a c k f i l l e d . 
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3) On the north s i d e of the c e l l a r a s e c t i o n of the b r i c k f l o o r was 
removed and the top and outer curve of the w a l l are exposed. 

Examination of the w a l l s of the c e l l a r a l s o r e f l e c t some of the m o d i f i 
c a t i o n s which have taken p l a c e i n the b u i l d i n g over the y e a r s . The w a l l s a t 
the southwestern and northwestern c o r n e r s show evidence of the m o d i f i c a t i o n 
and r e i n f o r c i n g r e q u i r e d when the towers were removed from the Broad S t r e e t 
s i d e of the b u i l d i n g . There i s a l s o evidence t h a t the w a l l s below the windows 
on the north and south s i d e s of the c e l l a r have been modified or patched i n 
the p a s t . Two windows on the south s i d e and one on the north have c l o s u r e 
b r i c k s which extend a l l the way from the top of the p r e s e n t window to the f l o o r 
w h i l e the o t h e r s appear to have c l o s u r e b r i c k o n l y as f a r as the window s i l l 
l e v e l . Whether t h i s means t h a t some of these openings were once doors or not 
cannot be determined without f u r t h e r r e s e a r c h . The a r e a of the powder maga
zi n e a l s o has been modified i n r e l a t i v e l y r e c e n t y e a r s , and w i l l r e q u i r e much 
c l o s e r study i f the a r c h i t e c t u r a l changes i n t h i s p a r t of the b u i l d i n g are to 
be recorded i n any d e t a i l . 



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

As a r e s u l t of the a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h a t the Exchange B u i l d i n g we 
have obtained p r e v i o u s l y unrecorded i n f o r m a t i o n on the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the 
o r i g i n a l s t a i r s and porch on the e a s t s i d e of the b u i l d i n g , and the b u i l d i n g 
i t s e l f . The Exchange B u i l d i n g was b u i l t on f i l l e d l a n d . When i t was begun 
the ground l e v e l was perhaps 4.5 f e e t below the grade i n 1979. E x c a v a t i o n 
f o r the b u i l d i n g foundation went down about 5.5 f e e t below t h a t . The founda
t i o n , a c c o r d i n g to M i l l e r , was s e t on a wooden mud s i l l . The w a l l was wider 
a t the bottom, stepping i n as i t rose to the d e s i r e d t h i c k n e s s . 

The b u i l d i n g followed Naylor's p l a n r a t h e r c l o s e l y . I t i s about 1.3 
f e e t longer than the s p e c i f i c a t i o n s c a l l e d f o r and about as wide, i f the 
width of the f r o n t tower i s s u b t r a c t e d . The b u i l d i n g i s made of hand-made 
b r i c k , nine i n c h e s long, four i n c h e s wide, and two and a h a l f i n c h e s t h i c k . 
They are l a i d about four c o u r s e s per foot w i t h s h e l l mortar. Walls on the 
main p a r t of the b u i l d i n g were smooth. A lower water t a b l e was p r e s e n t 4.5 
f e e t below the upper one on the w a l l of the e a s t e r n p r o j e c t i o n . The bases 
of the w a l l s are E n g l i s h bond, the upper s e c t i o n s F l e m i s h bond. No t r a c e s 
of stucco were noted on the w a l l s below the p r e s e n t grade. 

The c e l l a r i s perhaps a foot deeper than the o r i g i n a l p l a n i n d i c a t e d , as 
i t i s 8.5 f e e t from the crown of the a r c h e s to the b r i c k f l o o r on top of the 
H a l f Moon B a t t e r y , r a t h e r than 7.5 f e e t (1898 Yearbook of the C i t y of C h a r l e s 
ton, p. 371). There i s a d i s t a n c e of about 4.5 f e e t today between the top 
of the c e l l a r arches and the l e v e l of Broad S t r e e t ; the agreement c a l l e d f o r 
5.5 f e e t , but i t i s q u i t e l i k e l y t h a t the s t r e e t l e v e l has r i s e n one foot i n 
the p a s t 200 y e a r s . 

E a s t of the main p a r t of the b u i l d i n g was a porch which was reached by 
s t a i r s from the north and south. The w a l l s supporting the s t a i r s and porch 
were t i e d together, but butted a g a i n s t the b u i l d i n g w a l l . Naylor's p l a n 
i n d i c a t e s t h a t the s t a i r s , i n c l u d i n g the r a i l i n g , should have been about 8.5 
f e e t wide; our e x c a v a t i o n s r e v e a l t h a t i t was a c t u a l l y 9.3 f e e t wide. 

The p l a n shows the s t a i r c a s e s and porch or p l a t f o r m on the top to be of 
the same width. But here t h e r e i s a p o s s i b l e d i f f e r e n c e . The h i s t o r i c a l e v i 
dence suggests t h a t a t l e a s t a t one time, 1817, the porch was wider than the 
s t a i r c a s e , extending as much as 12.33 f e e t from the main b u i l d i n g w a l l or 
about t h r e e f e e t beyond the l i n e of the s t a i r c a s e . The a r c h a e o l o g i c a l e v i 
dence of a d r i p l i n e supports t h i s . Perhaps t h e r e may have been a l a t e r modi 
f i c a t i o n of the porch, but t h e r e i s no a r c h a e o l o g i c a l evidence of i t ; i f i t 
were a s t o n e - f l o o r e d p l a t f o r m , as s p e c i f i e d , i t would have been d i f f i c u l t to 
extend i t . 

The f i n i s h e d grade of the b u i l d i n g was c i r c a 4.1 to 4.5 f e e t below the 
upper water t a b l e of 2.6 to 3.0 f e e t below the p r e s e n t grade. We know the 
height of the support f o r the bottom s t e p s on the north and south, but not 
the a c t u a l t r e a d h e i g h t , and the s t a i r s were to be of p o r t l a n d stone (1898 



Figure 40. A fragment of what may be p a r t of a stone b a l l u s t e r from the 
r a i l i n g at the Exchange B u i l d i n g . 
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Yearbook of the C i t y of C h a r l e s t o n , p. 371). 

The r a i l i n g s were a l s o to be of p o r t l a n d stone, and Naylor's drawing 
shows stone (?) r a i l i n g s not only on the s t a i r s and p l a t f o r m , but a l s o a c r o s s 
the arches of the arcade on the f i r s t f l o o r . Ravenel (1945, p. 43) suggests 
the wooden r a i l i n g s i n the a r c h e s may have been r e p l a c e d w i t h i r o n i n 1801, and 
we b e l i e v e t h e r e may have been an i r o n r a i l i n g on the porch as w e l l . The amount 
of i r o n s t a i n i n g i n F e a t u r e 2, under the porch p r o j e c t i o n , suggests t h a t t h e r e 
was an i r o n r a i l i n g on the end of the p l a t f o r m . The only evidence of stone 
r a i l i n g was p a r t of a stone b a l u s t e r found i n the e x c a v a t i o n which looks l i k e 
those shown on the Naylor p l a n ( F i g u r e 4 0 ) . 

The f l o o r of the entryway i n t o the c e l l a r was paved w i t h b r i c k p l a c e d on 
edge. The s p e c i f i c a t i o n s c a l l e d f o r the b r i c k f l o o r o f the c e l l a r to be l a i d 
t h a t way as w e l l . The rooms under the s t a i r s were a l s o paved. The b r i c k s i n 
the paving under the p l a t f o r m a r e a were l a i d w i t h t h e i r long axes i n a n o r t h -
south d i r e c t i o n . I n the a r e a beyond the p r o j e c t i o n of the b u i l d i n g under the 
s t a i r s , the long axes of the b r i c k s ran e a s t - w e s t ( F i g u r e 2 0 ) . The w a l l s of 
these rooms under the s t a i r s were p l a s t e r e d ; t r a c e s of i t remain on the b u i l d 
ing, and more was found i n the e x c a v a t i o n . 

There was some evidence a t the end of the south s t a i r s t h a t t h e r e may 
have been a newel p o s t a t the end of the r a i l i n g , as i s shown i n the Naylor 
drawing. I f t h e r e had been evidence of a s i m i l a r f e a t u r e on the n o r t h s t a i r s , 
i t was destroyed when the d r a i n l i n e was put i n . 

North and south of the s t a i r c a s e s t h e r e were paved a r e a s i n which the 
b r i c k a l s o were l a i d i n an e a s t - w e s t d i r e c t i o n . The paving on the south s i d e 
extended out about s i x f e e t from the s t a i r s , but t h e r e were t r a c e s of mortar 
beyond, suggesting t h a t i t once went f a r t h e r . An a r e a about t h i r t e e n f e e t 
from the foot of the north s t a i r s was paved, and t h e r e i s some evidence i n 
the p r o f i l e s t h a t the end of i t was not reached i n our e x c a v a t i o n s . There 
appears to have been a low curb on the e a s t edge of t h i s walk. J u s t e a s t of 
t h i s curb l i n e the wooden post was l o c a t e d . 

The a r e a e a s t of the p l a t f o r m from the c e n t r a l entrance north to about 
the north end of the porch appears to have been paved a l s o . The paving ap
p a r e n t l y extended l i t t l e more than f i v e f e e t e a s t of the w a l l . At l e a s t p a r t 
of the s t r e e t along the south s i d e of the b u i l d i n g was a p p a r e n t l y paved a t the 
same time. 

Evidence of an upper l a y e r of paving i n the a r e a south of the south s t a i r s 
i s not as good. However, a t h i n mortar l a y e r was noted i n the south p r o f i l e 
a t a depth of about 1.5 f e e t below the s u r f a c e , and t h e r e were t r a c e s of i t 
f a r t h e r north i n the E l e v a t o r P i t . There was a l s o paving along the north and 
south s i d e s of the b u i l d i n g a t t h i s time. 

The upper, or l a t e r , paving and perhaps the opening of the north and 
south c e l l a r doors date from a f t e r the s t a i r s and porch were removed and the 
a r e a f i l l e d i n . The date on t h i s cannot be p r e c i s e l y docimented, although 
i t a p p arently took p l a c e between 1818 and 1837 ( F i g u r e s 8, 9 ) . The ceramics 
found i n the f i l l c o n s i s t p r i m a r i l y of creamware and p e a r l w a r e , w i t h so few 
ir o n s t o n e ( f i v e from the f i l l above the c e n t r a l entrance to the c e l l a r ) t h a t 
a date i n the e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y i s d e f i n i t e l y i n d i c a t e d . 
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Subsequent to these changes i n the b u i l d i n g , t h e r e have been s e v e r a l 
l a y e r s of paving i n the a r e a of the s t r e e t e a s t of the b u i l d i n g . These were 
recorded, but not analyzed i n any d e t a i l . 

The e x c a v a t i o n s on the f i r s t f l o o r of the i n t e r i o r of the b u i l d i n g i n d i 
c a t e s t h a t the sand f i l l , which c o n t a i n s p r i m a r i l y b r i c k , mortar, and s l a t e 
r e f u s e from c o n s t r u c t i o n , was put i n a t the time of the b u i l d i n g . I t a l s o 
c o n t a i n s some c h a r c o a l , which suggests t h a t the f l o o r was put down a f t e r the 
f i r e i n 1771 which caused a delay i n the completion of the b u i l d i n g . We have 
a l s o observed t h a t the s t a i r s t o the c e l l a r were a n i n e t e e n t h century m o d i f i 
c a t i o n of the b u i l d i n g . 

As a bonus, i n a d d i t i o n to the in f o r m a t i o n on the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the 
Exchange B u i l d i n g , the e x c a v a t i o n s have a l s o r e v e a l e d some in f o r m a t i o n on the 
nature of the C h a r l e s t o n w a t e r f r o n t before 1767. P r i o r t o the c o n s t r u c t i o n 
of the Exchange, t h e r e was an o l d beach l i n e e a s t of the H a l f Moon B a t t e r y 
which contained a c o n c e n t r a t i o n of s m a l l f l i n t nodules, b l a c k f l i n t of the 
type broght over from England as b a l l a s t . 

Below t h i s beach l i n e , a t the bottom of the e x c a v a t i o n f o r the E l e v a t o r 
P i t and some of the f o o t i n g t r e n c h e s , was a stratum which contained a l a r g e 
number of b a r r e l hoops, tops and s t a v e s , c u t p i e c e s of p l a n k i n g , wood shavings, 
s c r a p wood, and wooden s h i n g l e s . T h i s had been p r e s e r v e d , because a sub s t a n 
t i a l amount of pine p i t c h had been s p i l l e d t h e r e . I n a d d i t i o n to the wood, 
we recovered examples of c l o t h , i n c l u d i n g a l a d y ' s glove, p i e c e s of l e a t h e r 
and a c h i l d ' s shoe, and such i n t e r e s t i n g s m a l l items as f e a t h e r s , peach p i t s , 
peanut s h e l l s , watermelon seeds, and a gourd fragment. The nature of the 
de p o s i t suggested t h a t i t r e s u l t e d from some s o r t of a c c i d e n t or d i s a s t e r on 
the C h a r l e s t o n w a t e r f r o n t . The a r t i f a c t i n v e n t o r y so c l o s e l y p a r a l l e l s the 
account of the 1752 h u r r i c a n e t h a t we b e l i e v e our good fortune may be the r e 
s u l t of t h a t d i s a s t e r . Because of t h i s unique p r e s e r v a t i o n s i t u a t i o n , we 
recovered v a l u a b l e data on l e a t h e r and t e x t i l e s used i n C h a r l e s t o n , on the 
products of the coopers' t r a d e a t t h a t time, and a p i c t u r e of the w a t e r f r o n t 
i n f r o n t of the H a l f Moon B a t t e r y . 



APPENDIX I 

T a b u l a t i o n of A r t i f a c t s Recovered from the 1979-81 E x c a v a t i o n s 
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EXCHANGE BUILDING 
S e r v i c e Trenches 
Outside B u i l d i n g 

S e r v i c e Trenches 
I n s i d e B u i l d i n g 

P l a i n creamware 1 Amber beer b o t t l e 1 Creamware 3 

Hand p a i n t e d 
creamware 1 C l e a r g l a s s 4 Decorated d e l f t 12 

Whiteware 1 L i g h t blue g l a s s 1 White s a l t g l a z e 1 

P l a i n pearlware 3 Amber g l a s s 1 Dark green b o t t l e g l a s s 2 

Blue & white 
t r a n s f e r ware 1 

Aqua g l a s s 3 Window g l a s s 2 

Hand pa i n t e d 
pearlware 1 P l a t e g l a s s 2 I r o n fragments 1 

Blue s h e l l edge 
pearlware 2 

B r a s s earthquake 
rod end 1 I r o n s p i k e s 2 

Green gl a z e d 
earthenware 1 I r o n 2 Lead fragments 1 

Brown g l a z e d 
earthenware 1 N a i l s 6 S l a t e 2 

Decorated 
d e l f t ware 1 Wood fragments 2 Grey f l i n t 1 

Banded 
pearlware 1 

Bone handle 1 Pipe stems 5 

S a l t Glaze 3 Mica S c h i s t f l o o r i n g 1 Pipe bowls 1 

Westerwald 5 Leather shoe f r a g . 6 B r i c k 2 

Grey stoneware 1 Leather trimmings 2 S h e l l mortar 2 

Brown stoneware 1 Pipe stem 1 Animal bone 53 

Dark green 
b o t t l e g l a s s 9 

Oyster s h e l l s 8 
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79 

PIPE STEM DATING 

Stem Hole Diameter 
4/64" 5/64" 6/64" 7/64" Date 

Combined l e v e l s 
p r e d a t i n g b u i l d i n g 12 79 10 1 1740.55 

F i l l of b u i l d e r ' s 
t r e n c h 19 48 11 1 1743.6 

F i l l above c e n t r a l 
entrance to c e l l a r 6 12 2 1748.2 

L e v e l VI 3 48 12 1741.32 

F i l l i n s i d e 
b u i l d i n g 3 3 2 1745.33 

Formula from Noel Hume (1972, p. 299) 

Mean date = 1931.85 - 38.26 x mean hole diameter 
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Ceramics 

P l a i n creamware 1 
P l a i n d e l f t 2 
Chinese export ware 1 
Yellow S t a f f . S l i p p e d 

ware 4 
Misc. Eng. Brown 

stoneware 2 
Brown gla z e d red 

ware (Bursalem?) 2 
Nottingham 1 
White s a l t g l a z e 
Brown gla z e d red 

earthenware 1 
Brown glazed b u f f 

earthenware 
T o r t o i s e s h e l l 1 
N. Devon Gravel temp. 2 
Colono-Indian 1 

1791 
1720 
1730 

1723 

1733 

1738 
1755 

3 1763 

1755 
1713 

Mean ceramic date f o r Square 
i n c e n t e r of south room: 

27771 = ;736 * 
16 

Animal bone 15 7 -
S h e l l 38 31 -
Pipe fragments 7 5 -
F l i n t 9 - -S l a t e 71 17 -
Misc. rock - 13 -
Ceramic roof t i l e 1 - - Pipe stems from i n s i d e 
B r i c k fragments 6 13 - b u i l d i n g : 
Iron n a i l s - 7 - 4/64 - 3 
Unident. i r o n 19 - - 5/64 - 3 
Wood fragments 29+ - - 6/64 - 2 
Window 6 - - Pipe stem date - 1745 
Dark green b o t t l e g l a s s 7 6 1 
C l e a r g l a s s 1 - -
P l a s t e r 10 6 -
Mortar 4 13 -
Lead - 1 -
F l a t b r a s s button 1 - -

* from South, 1977, pp. 210-217 

** from Noel Hume, 1972, p. 299 

A r t i f a c t s r e covered from i n s i d e the Exchange B u i l d i n g . 



APPENDIX I I 

MILLER EXCAVATIONS IN THE OLD EXCHANGE BUILDING 

I n 1965, John M i l l e r conducted e x c a v a t i o n s i n the c e l l a r of the Exchange 
B u i l d i n g . The work was sponsored i n p a r t by C. Harrington B i s s e l l who was r e 
sp o n s i b l e f o r a s m a l l museum t h e r e known as The Provost, and the C h a r l e s t o n 
Museum. The major a r e a of e x c a v a t i o n l a y between the e a s t e r n s i d e of the sea 
w a l l and the e a s t w a l l of the b u i l d i n g i n the c e n t e r o f the e a s t s i d e , although 
t h e r e was some work i n the southwest corner as w e l l (Figure 4 1 ) . M i l l e r ' s ex
c a v a t i o n a r e a on the e a s t s i d e was d i v i d e d i n squares and dug by l e v e l s . The 
s o i l was screened to r e c o v e r a l l of the a r t i f a c t s ( B i s s e l l , p e r s o n a l communi
c a t i o n ) . C o l l e c t i o n s obtained were d i v i d e d bewteen the Rebecca Motte Chapter 
of the Daughters of the American R e v o l u t i o n and the C h a r l e s t o n Museum. 

Unf o r t u n a t e l y M i l l e r d i d not l i v e to w r i t e up h i s v/ork. His notes are 
minimal, and t h e r e i s no o v e r a l l p l a t of the e x c a v a t i o n to enable us to e s t a b 
l i s h the exac t l o c a t i o n of h i s squares. Much of the c o l l e c t i o n of a r t i f a c t s 
had been s t o r e d on t a b l e s i n the upper p a r t of the Exchange B u i l d i n g f o r sev
e r a l y e a r s . The only provenience i n f o r m a t i o n came from notes w r i t t e n on the 
paper sacks and some c h a r t s r e c o r d i n g a r t i f a c t counts. Before the remodeling 
of the b u i l d i n g began, the Rebecca Motte Chapter of the Daughters o f the Ameri
can Revolution arranged to t u r n most of t h e i r c o l l e c t i o n over to the C h a r l e s t o n 
Museum on long term l o a n ( I L 1977.1). The r e s t of t h e i r m a t e r i a l was put i n 
storage. The Museum a l r e a d y owned a share of the c o l l e c t i o n (Accession No. 
1965.85). 

I n the s p r i n g of 1981, the remainder of the D.A.R. c o l l e c t i o n was removed 
from storage and added to the loan c o l l e c t i o n a t the C h a r l e s t o n Museum. With 
the a i d of a grant from the Old Exchange B u i l d i n g Commission the e n t i r e c o l 
l e c t i o n was analyzed and c l a s s i f i e d . When p o s s i b l e , ceramic v e s s e l s were 
assembled. The c o l l e c t i o n s were cataloged r e t a i n i n g a l l of the provenience 
data a v a i l a b l e . 

The contents of the c o l l e c t i o n a r e s-ummarized i n the c h a r t s below. Where 
the data a r e a v a i l a b l e the a r t i f a c t s a r e t a b u l a t e d by provenience. The bulk 
of the c o l l e c t i o n , however, i s recorded a s having no s p e c i f i c provenience. For 
t h i s summary a l l of the a r t i f a c t s excavated by M i l l e r have been combined i n 
the c h a r t s , but the Musetim and loa n c o l l e c t i o n s a r e separated i n the Museum 
c a t a l o g . The f o l l o w i n g summary of M i l l e r ' s e x c a v a t i o n s i s based on h i s notes 
and information from C. Harrington B i s s e l l , who was p r e s e n t much of the time. 

The M i l l e r e x c a v a t i o n s extended from the f i l l i n low p l a c e s above the 
f l o o r to the bottom of the sea w a l l and the Exchange B u i l d i n g w a l l . The one 
p r o f i l e drawing we have (Figure 42) shows the l i m i t of the b u i l d e r ' s t r e n c h 
f o r the Exchange B u i l d i n g and the remains of a cofferdam c o n s t r u c t e d i n f r o n t 
of the sea w a l l . The cofferdam (Figure 43) c o n s i s t e d of two rows of v e r t i c a l 
p o sts w i t h p l a n k s f i f t e e n to s i x t e e n i n c h e s wide and one and t h r e e q u a r t e r s to 
two inches t h i c k a g a i n s t the p o s t s on the i n s i d e or west s i d e of the dam. 
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M i l l e r i n d i c a t e d the p l a n k s on the other s i d e had been removed when the Ex
change B u i l d i n g was b u i l t . He i d e n t i f i e d the e a s t e r n row of p o s t s as cedar 
and the western row as h i c k o r y , p ine and oak. 

M i l l e r encountered blue c l a y a t the bottom of the e x c a v a t i o n . The l e v e l s 
l o c a t e d on h i s p r o f i l e were i d e n t i f i e d as f o l l o w s , from the bottom up: ( F i g . 42) 

L e v e l 9: 
L e v e l 8: 
L e v e l 7: 
L e v e l 6: 

L e v e l 5: 

L e v e l 4: 

L e v e l 3: 
L e v e l 2: 
L e v e l 1: 

blue c l a y , sand and stumps 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n l e v e l f o r the c i t y w a l l 
the l e v e l c o n t a i n i n g b a l l a s t s t o n e s , b r i c k , c h i n a and g l a s s 
t h i s was separated from l e v e l 5 by a l a y e r of wood one i n c h 
t h i c k 
t r a s h dump p r e s e n t before the Exchange e x c a v a t i o n s t a r t e d . 
Notes mention a l a y e r of sawdust i n Square 3A between l e v e l s 
4 and 5. 
l e v e l thrown back from the e x c a v a t i o n f o r the Exchange B u i l d i n g , 
i n f r o n t of the cofferdam 
l e v e l c o n t a i n i n g c o a l , c h a r c o a l , c h i n a and bones, e t c . 
second l e v e l of f i l l hauled i n from another a r e a 
f i r s t l e v e l of f i l l below the b r i c k f l o o r c o n t a i n i n g b r i c k b a t s , 
sand, e t c . ( M i l l e r notes on f i l e a t the Museum) 

M i l l e r a l s o noted t h a t the upper p a r t of the sea w a l l had a rough b r i c k s u r 
f a c e w h i l e the lower p a r t , below four f e e t from the top of the w a l l , was smooth 
which he e x p l a i n e d as having been worn by wave a c t i o n . There was wooden plank
i n g under both the b a t t e r y and the Exchange B u i l d i n g w a l l . The p l a n k s under 
the b a t t e r y were p e r p e n d i c u l a r to the b a t t e r y , those under the Exchange B u i l d 
ing w a l l ran p a r a l l e l to i t . 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t to check M i l l e r ' s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the s t r a t i g r a p h y . 
M i l l e r b e l i e v e d t h a t the cofferdam was a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the b u i l d i n g of the 
Half Moon B a t t e r y . However, an a n a l y s i s of a group of 65 sherds i d e n t i f i e d 
as from the f i l l i n s i d e and below the cofferdam i n Square 3A suggests t h a t 
i t may be l a t e r . Twenty-one of the sherds were p l a i n white s a l t g l a z e , 23 
were white s a l t g l a z e w i t h molded p a t t e r n s , four were s c r a t c h b l u e , and two 
were t o r t o i s e s h e l l g l a z e d . The e a r l i e s t dates f o r t h e s e t y p e s a r e 1720, 
1740, 1744, and 1740 r e s p e c t i v e l y (South 1977, pp. 210-12) and the mean ceram
i c date f o r the e n t i r e assemblage i s 1755. I f t h i s i s a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e c o l 
l e c t i o n of the cofferdam f i l l , the date would suggest t h a t the f i l l of the 
dam was l a t e r than the o r i g i n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n date of the sea w a l l . 

I n 1752, the h u r r i c a n e a p p a r e n t l y caused a g r e a t d e a l of damage to the 
sea w a l l and b a t t e r i e s i n the c i t y . There a r e numerous r e f e r e n c e s to the 
damage and need f o r r e p a i r s i n the r e c o r d s of the House of Commons (Lipscomb 
and Nicholson 1971, pp. 407, 4 1 1 ) . McCrady rep o r t e d t h a t DeBrahm was h i r e d 
to make the n e c e s s a r y r e p a i r s (McCrady 1899, pp. 282-83). Because the f i l l 
of the cofferdam has a mid-eighteenth c e n t u r y date, i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t t h i s 
dam was c o n s t r u c t e d during t h a t p e r i o d of r e p a i r r a t h e r than being a s s o c i a t e d 
with the o r i g i n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n of the b a t t e r y . T herefore a l l the l a y e r s r e 
corded by M i l l e r above the cofferdam would date a f t e r 1752. M i l l e r made no 
mention of the pine p i t c h l a y e r which we found o u t s i d e the b u i l d i n g , but p r e 
sumably any p o r t i o n of t h a t l a y e r c l o s e to the b a t t e r y would have been r e 
moved i n order to put i n the cofferdam f o r the r e p a i r of the w a l l , and the 
evidence of the b u i l d e r ' s t r e n c h f o r the cofferdam was then removed by the 
excavation f o r the b u i l d e r ' s t r e n c h f o r the Exchange B u i l d i n g . 



M i l l e r ' s notes i n d i c a t e t h a t the b u i l d e r ' s t r e n c h f o r the b u i l d i n g 
was dug from the top of l e v e l 5, although h i s p r o f i l e suggests t h a t i t was 
dug from the top of l e v e l 3 (Figure 4 2 ) . I t i s not p o s s i b l e to check mean 
ceramic dates on h i s o t h e r l e v e l s as we do not know where the squares were 
l o c a t e d and which a r t i f a c t s came from the b u i l d e r ' s t r e n c h p o r t i o n of the 
excavation and which d i d not. 

Most of the a r t i f a c t s recovered from M i l l e r ' s e x c a v a t i o n s came from 
d e p o s i t s which appear to date between the e a r l y e i g h t e e n t h century and 1771, 
the completion of the b u i l d i n g . There were a few which were l a t e r . I n p l a c e s 
the b r i c k f l o o r had sunk i n as the f i l l below i t s e t t l e d , and the r e c e n t f i l l 
had accTomulated i n those low s p o t s . Those d e p o s i t s were d e s c r i b e d as f i l l 
above the f l o o r . We assiame a l l the i r o n s t o n e , p e a r l w a r e , and n i n e t e e n t h cen
t u r y a r t i f a c t s came from t h i s upper l e v e l . 

The y e l l o w S t a f f o r d s h i r e s l i p p e d ware sherds were most abundant i n the 
l e v e l s below the f l o o r . Sherds i n d i c a t e the v e s s e l forms i n c l u d e bowls, pos
s e t pots and j a r s . S e v e r a l good examples of bowls were found (Figure 
4 5 ) . 

Another n u m e r i c a l l y important ceramic type was the white s a l t g l a z e d 
ware. Not only d i d the c o l l e c t i o n s i n c l u d e the f a m i l i a r dot and d i a p e r and 
b a r l e y p a t t e r n e d p l a t e s , but a l s o a King of P r u s s i a p a t t e r n p l a t e w i t h an 
eagle molded on the border ( F i g u r e 45) dated 1756 (Mountford 1971, p l a t e 144) 
and fragments of one or more s e r v i n g d i s h e s w i t h molded f e e t w i t h heads on 
them (Figure 45) dated 1730 (Mountford 1971, p l a t e 6 4 ) . 

There was a l s o a s u b s t a n t i a l amount of d e l f t ware. S e v e r a l fragments 
of polychrome bowls w i t h f l o r a l d e s i g n s i n the c e n t e r ( F i g u r e 44) were r e 
covered along w i t h the more common blue and white p l a t e s and j a r s , and p l a i n 
white chamber pots and o t h e r v e s s e l s . Unusual was a l a r g e p o r t i o n of a bowl 
wi t h the phrase "Success to Trade" w r i t t e n on i t ( F i g u r e 4 4 ) . 

A l a r g e amount of Chinese export ware was found i n the c o l l e c t i o n . Most 
of the sherds were fragments of underglaze blue and white p i e c e s i n c l u d i n g 
s e v e r a l l a r g e punch bowls (Figure 4 4 ) . Two unusual forms were p r e s e n t as 
w e l l — a t a l l mug and a s m a l l e r mug or cup (Figure 4 4 ) . 

Westerwald p o t t e r y was r e p r e s e n t e d i n the c o l l e c t i o n by sherds from the 
u s u a l chamber pots (Figure 4 5 ) . There was a l s o a t a l l r e s t o r a b l e mug w i t h 
an unusual design (Figure 4 5 ) . 

Other ceramic types were p r e s e n t . Fragments of B e l l a r m i n e j a r s w i t h 
masks (Figure 45) were found along w i t h some examples of B r i t i s h grey and 
brown stoneware u t i l i t a r i a n v e s s e l s . There was a l a r g e niomber of l a r g e milk 
pan fragments of r e d d i s h ware w i t h g r e e n i s h to orange g l a z e on the i n s i d e . 

A l a r g e q u a n t i t y of unglazed r e d ware sherds was a l s o r e c o v e r e d . They 
were s i m i l a r i n p a s t e and f i n i s h to f l o w e r pots but the shape was d i f f e r e n t . 
Rims were p l a i n , and the v e s s e l form was an elongated cone w i t h a somewhat 
rounded end w i t h a hole i n i t . A l e t t e r from Noel Hume (personal communi
c a t i o n , October 18, 1981) i d e n t i f i e d them as sugar molds. They were used 
fo r r e f i n i n g the c o a r s e sugar imported from the Caribbean. Most of them 
were found i n Square 3B, suggesting t h a t perhaps they were d e p o s i t e d a t one 
time. 



The Exchange B u i l d i n g c o l l e c t i o n i n c l u d e s a r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l amount of 
colono ware, c o n s i d e r i n g i t s s i z e . There was an i n t e r e s t i n g r e d f i l m e d ap
pendage of an unusual shape which Dr. C h a r l e s F a i r b a n k s (personal communi
c a t i o n ) i d e n t i f i e d a s Tonala adorno. T h i s i s one of the few p i e c e s of Mexi
can o r i g i n noted i n the c o l l e c t i o n s from C h a r l e s t o n t o date. 

M i l l e r recovered a ver y l a r g e c o l l e c t i o n of dark green g l a s s b o t t l e 
fragments which i s u s u a l i n most e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y r e f u s e c o l l e c t i o n s . A 
few b o t t l e s e a l s were noted — one marked KM dated 1744, and another marked 
F. Bremar dated 1758. There was a l s o a German m i n e r a l water b o t t l e s e a l 
dated 1720 to 1770 (Noel Hume 1972, pp. 61-62). One unusual b o t t l e was the 
molded T u r l i n g t o n ' s Balsam of L i f e b o t t l e dated c a . 1750 (Noel Hume 1972, 
F i g u r e 17) ( F i g u r e 4 5 ) . 

Other items of i n t e r e s t i n c l u d e a v a r i e t y of c l a y p i p e s , wig c u r l e r s , 
gun f l i n t s , shoe b u c k l e s , bone k n i f e handles, brushes, carved bone p i e c e s , 
and a few c o i n s . There were two Rosa Americana pennies dated 1722, produced 
i n I r e l a n d f o r the American C o l o n i e s (Raymond 1941, p. 4; Noel Hume 1972, 
p. 167). 

A f i n a l item of note was the human s k u l l recovered from M i l l e r ' s exca
v a t i o n s . His p l a n i n d i c a t e d t h e r e was not only a s k u l l , but fragments of 
ve r t e b r a e , a s c a p u l a , and an arm bone as w e l l . Our r e c o r d a l s o shows a 
p o r t i o n of a human jaw from an unknown provenience. I t appears t h a t the 
human bones were found along the sea w a l l a t a depth of about four f e e t , near 
the n a i l he p l a c e d i n the w a l l . 

The s k u l l was se n t to Dr. Ted A. Rathbun, P r o f e s s o r of Anthropology a t 
the U n i v e r s i t y of South C a r o l i n a , Columbia, whose r e p o r t dated A p r i l 3, 1981, 
s t a t e s t h a t i t was from a young a d u l t male, aged twenty to t h i r t y y e a r s , "of 
probable I n d i a n a n c e s t r y . At the time of h i s death . . . . he s u f f e r e d from 
anemia, gum r e s o r p t i o n , and i n e a r l i e r l i f e had a head wound and t h r e e e p i 
sodes of i l l n e s s or d e f i c i e n t d i e t . " I f our d a t i n g of the cofferdam i s c o r 
r e c t , the s k e l e t a l m a t e r i a l was p l a c e d t h e r e a f t e r 1755. I t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t 
i t was an i n t e n t i o n a l b u r i a l , but i n s t e a d may have r e s u l t e d from drowning or 
perhaps was a s k e l e t o n a c c i d e n t a l l y i n c l u d e d i n the f i l l ( L e t t e r from Rathbun 
to McGinnis, A p r i l 3, 1981). 

The c o l l e c t i o n from the M i l l e r e x c a v a t i o n s p r o v i d e s an i n t e r e s t i n g i n 
ventory of ceramics and other a r t i f a c t s imported i n t o C h a r l e s t o n before 1771, 
one t h a t makes us wish we had more accompanying provenience data w i t h i t . 
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^ S e r v i c e t renches outside bui lding ^ ^ M i i l e r ' s excava ted area 
Serv ice t renches ins ide bu i l d ing Other e x c a v a t e d area 

^ H a l f Moon B a t t e r y EHO R e c e n t wal l 

F i g u r e 41. Pla n of the Exchange B u i l d i n g showing the l o c a t i o n of 
s e r v i c e t r e n c h e s i n s i d e and o u t s i d e of the b u i l d i n g , 
the H a l f Moon B a t t e r y , and the a r e a excavated by John 
M i l l e r . 



F i g u r e 42. P r o f i l e drawn by John M i l l e r of h i s excavations 
i n s i d e the Exchange B u i l d i n g between the Half Moon 
B a t t e r y and the Exchange B u i l d i n g w a l l . 
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E x c h a n g e B u i l d i n g W a l l 

F i q u r e 43. P l a n drawn by John M i l l e r of a p o r t i o n of h i s 
excavated a r e a i n s i d e the Exchange B u i l d i n g , 
showing the cofferdam. 
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F i g u r e 44. Ceramics from the M i l l e r e x c a v a t i o n s i n s i d e the Exchange B u i l d i n g . 
a) Chinese exportware bowl b-c) Chinese exportware mugs d) d e l f t 
bowl fragment w i t h phrase "Success to Trade" i n bottom e) "Tonala 
adorno" f ) sugar mold fragments g - i ) polychrome d e l f t bowl f r a g 
ments . 
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F i g u r e 45. Ceramics from the M i l l e r e x c a v a t i o n s i n s i d e the Exchange B u i l d i n g . 
a) B e l l a r m i n e j a r fragments b-c) y e l l o w S t a f f o r d s h i r e s l i p p e d ware 
bowls d) Westerwald mug e) Westerwald chamber pot f ) white s a l t 
g l a z e v e s s e l foot w i t h f a c e molded i n i t g-h) King of P r u s s i a white 
s a l t g l a z e p l a t e fragments. 
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M i l l e r e x c a v a t i o n s i n s i d e Exchange B u i l d i n g 

Sherd count, s p e c i f i c provenience unknown: 

White p o r c e l a i n 36 I n s i d e Exchange B u i l d i n g , f i l l above f l o o r : 
Chinese exportware 775 
Brown stoneware 281 Chinese exportware 15 
Grey stoneware 18 Brown stoneware 2 
Nottingham 51 White s a l t g l a z e 1 
B e l l a r m i n e 3 I r o n s t o n e 1 
Westerwald 83 E h l e r s stoneware 7 
White s a l t g l a z e 1448 M i s c e l l a n e o u s g l a z e d 
S c r a t c h blue s a l t g l a z e 26 earthenware 2 
Hand p a i n t e d s a l t g l a z e 2 P l a i n D e l f t 2 
Ironstone 17 Blue decorated D e l f t 1 
Black b a s a l t e s 1 Polychrome D e l f t 1 
Engine turned stoneware 6 P l a i n creamware 2 
E h l e r s stoneware 1 Hand p a i n t e d pearlware 2 
S t a f f o r d s h i r e s l i p w a r e 1344 
Brown s l i p p e d ware 12 TOTAL 36 
Yellow s l i p p e d ware 4 
Metropolitan ware 19 
Glazed red earthenware 92 F i l l , s o u t h e a s t c o r n e r : 
Glazed cream pan 733 
Miscellaneous g l a z e d S t a f f o r d s h i r e s l i p w a r e 6 

earthenware 55 
M i s c e l l a n e o u s unglazed 

earthenware 685 
Spanish o l i v e j a r 2 
Colonoware 133 F i r e w e l l on E a s t Bay S t r e e t : 
J a c k f l e l d 37 
Green gl a z e d cream- Blue decorated D e l f t 3 

bodied ware 24 
Wheildon ware 3 
T o r t o i s e s h e l l g l a z e 31 
Rockingham 1 
Agateware 1 
Astbury 35 
Buckleyware 3 
North Devon g r a v e l 
tempered 34 

French D e l f t 2 
P l a i n D e l f t 196 
Blue decorated D e l f t 858 
Polychrome D e l f t 55 
M a j o l i c a (?) 1 
Banded ware 13 
P l a i n creamware 174 
P l a i n pearlware 30 
Hand p a i n t e d pearlware 16 
Polychrome pearlware 1 
T r a n s f e r p r i n t e d 

pearlware 16 
S h e l l edge pearlware 29 
I n d i a n sherd 1 

TOTAL 7388 
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